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OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Phone: 603.225.5491;
Fax: 603.717.7037
E-mail:
secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org

Worship and Church School at
10:00 a.m.
Rev. David B. Keller, Pastor
pastor@concordsfirstchurch.org

Upcoming Events

March 7Third Sunday in Lent
March 1#&ourth Sunday in Lent
March 2Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 28ixth Sunday in Lgtdim/Passion Sunday)

The First Congregational Church of the
United Church Of Christ

177 North Main Street
Concord, NH 03301-5039



THE FIRST
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

CONCORD, NH

VoL. LXV No. 3 - MARCH 1, 2010

GATHERED SINCE 1730
SERVING, WELCOMING, GROWING IN CHRIST

t e

the story of Godbébs | ove made real i n_ and

b
7 U

The story of the last day of Jesusbd the(Pastor’s gorpare
a woman whom Jesus says Oprepares my body for Ithe i
Garden of Gethsemane, the trials before the mkAmg:t
the way, a wide variety of characters play minor or major parts in the story. Few people are unfamiliarobtioasch
as Judas. But few people also may be familiar with some of the characters whose role may even seem indbeset
priestbés slave who was wounded during the arrest i

In my preaching this Lent, | am exploring five of the less well known characters in monologues as sermombar} he
acters based on the idea that these might have become disciples after Jesus rose from the dead and his Chiurc
hope is this, and it is a hope which can be realized whether or not you hear these presentations: that wepnwhc
part in the gospel story is not all that important, might see how we are invited into faithful discipleshge émr oo dple w
chance events, inconsequential encounters.

My firm belief is that the Passion of Jesus is a current event. Our world continues to be wracked witty switleting ¢
conniving of powerful people, with betrayal, with fear that moves us to flee when danger comes, and alsonyith
repentance, and new possibilities rising from desperate situations. May it be, this Lent, as you share pvoeship,
devotions, that you are able to find yourself in the Biblical Passion and in the present passion, and taHtyas fiad fi
Jesus. As St. Paul wrote to the Philippi ans :hssufiel-
ings by becoming |like him in death, i f -kl Meg that knogilre r
available to you, and more, may it bless you with renewed life in Christ

CABINET CALL HEARING MARCH 14 TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL SITUATION

The Cabinet of First Church is urging people associated with First Church to attend a hearing concerniagaftarfin
worship on Sunday, MarchWdile we are grateful for the pledges we have received in the current pledge camp:
assessment suggests that projected income falls quite far short of what we need to maintain our minisirizeat
amount could be as much as a third of a $280,000 projected budget. If we do not secure more income, thissme
in our program, our staffing, and our opeRécal.that four years of offsetting a deficit budget with princgsaédiror
funds has left us with little unrestricted investments as well as decreased income from a dekseasedqraribnficto
our projected budget shortfall, the Cabinet is willing to use no more than a fiscally prudent amount of Hgtrbeent
quest.

Your Cabinet, in consultation with the Budget Committee, is exploring a number of options to ad@resentighsitu:
viable options call for drastic cuts in expenses, focusing on staff, which means significant changes in tbqs dgrat
which staff are responsibleey are asking for broader congregational input while the budget isAhtfosmmagiegnthey
wi || present those opt i on sWehapaat many eopke as possibletwhl attenatdns ig
meeting.

The Cabinet will develop a final proposed budget at its April meeting, and present that proposal at a subseguet
ship on April 11. The congregation will vote on the proposed budget at our Annual Meeting, which is scheduled fi



OUR LIFE TOGETHER NOTES FROM THE DEACO

OPEN AND AFFIRMING NEWS
FROM THE FI NANCI AL S ETh& GperAdrdYAdfirming (ONA) Committee continues to
The formal part of the Stewardship Campaign mightpfoaide education and discussion opportunities for our Fi
drawn to a close, but it is not too late for you to make a dtlegigenal Church members. Since the committee was fi
if you forgot to do so, or to increase your pledge if you féeptimber 2009, we have offered a number of ONA pr
call. A large thank you to all who have pledged for the upedsding the following:
ing fiscal year. Envelopes for those who have pledged ardd hAwveotluck luncheon and introduction meeting reviews
not indicated they donot beingan@NAchuichemeanp pravided an gvaryiew of e
March 21 You will be able to pick them up then in the Ad8ahrfook place back in 1992, followed by a discussion of
bly Room. If you have chosen not to pledge, but still WFef$ Process will unfold; _ N
have envelopes as a convenience for your financial gift€toRHENG the second ONA event, Lindy Keller facilitated
church, please let the Financial Secretary know of your /i@ Relping the us develop a behavioral covenant gui
note in the offering plate, a note to the church, an emag’eh\{ drst Church engages in the ONA process.
sage gylviasleeper@comcast.meta phone call (&2 . Our third event was led by the Rev. Gordo~n C(ouch.
4921) will accomplish this. If you have not pledged and%% Qggp_ram, Rev\. Crouch presented a progranm eNdrtIc_adI
. e Scriptures Say? After his revie:
request envelopes, none will be prepared f@R/the
forms for giving to your church electronically are avalil h

the churchos web site. OnCeg thepd of Mhihafrascdle b fitd Ehe
send it to the church. You can continue to make doe oy families and shows how these people of faith handle
nations via a credit or debit card to First Congregational §Rufeh they have a gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transsexu
at  www.YourDonationPlace.com. Simply VISIt The film also explored how the Bible has been used or mi
www.YourDonationPlace.camd follow the onscreen inresponse to homosexuality. Following the film, the attenc
structions. Secure donation services on the site are provigieghy dialogue about their feelings and reactions to the
Vanco Services, the same company that processes eleniniext step in the ONA process for the ONA Committ
donations for First Congregational Church and moren#eamwith Carlos Jawiraight, the Minister of Spiritual Gro

e(s) the group asked questions and engaged in disc

10,000 other churches anepnaiit organizations. at South Congregational Church, to discuss ideas for the
tee to implement. This meeting is schedMedday, March
22, 2010.
NOTES FROM THE The ONA Committee feels that it is very important to he
BOARD OF First Congregational Church members as well. The Co
CHRI STI AN mpgld Ii ke to receive feed

. An Adult Book DiscussiokNow is:

i
\

[N o ATheis sBech clk-, 0 What do you think abo

“& Uled for Monday, March 13vere they informative? Did they answer questions you m
at 7 PM. This book raises §2d? .

lot of theological issuesa our di scussi ogg ,V,\?/h %t:grl p[ogra(%nﬁ OP'%dxo%"K%?@lk‘@ Gomn

understandings of God before and after his weekend Gt he 0‘:1 yct’# preter‘ p?enoﬂl]sc%ﬁsmg orums? - Invit

shack. Hope you (and invite your friends) will join me %f t I%S areb elrs orlesc,j.. ernimss o0k

should be a very thoymgbt/oking discussion. . \Would you be interested in an opportunity teoteene

ZEl Kimball. Book Di ion Eacilitat with a member of the ONA Committee?
eanor kimball, BOOK LIScussion Faciitator 4 - yyqyq you be interested in taking part in a informal s

the Congregation to see if the ONA process should contint
CHURCH SCHOOL 5What do you need or want to see from this process?
ngsgl_\lA Committee would appreciate if you would share

A gracious thank you to our Sunday School teachers, : :
g y y our suggestions and comments prior to the March 22,

tances and special guegi&'ve had a fantastic year so f ou may contact anv of the ONA Commities members o
thank you for your passion and commiBiease contact y ny

. ) o L X . qurfeedback and ideas. Thank you!
Karin Swenson if you're interested in joining us this Sprlr}/g.

m i i . Gary Martin 2285453 garym022156@comcast.net
Annie Sabina Bobbie Boley Donn BelLair = Donna Muir Sally Kelly 2263683 salking2@yahoo.com

Faith Greene Edna Elle Eleanor Kimball Ester Murray Bill Swenson 7834634 artswenson@comcast.net
Janine Rousse&wans Jessie Sabina Joan Wiggin Paula Cheney 2262944 adsam82@aol.com

Joanne Marin  Karen May Linda Lovering Linda Strand Donna Muir 4916956 shamka@comcast.net

Melissa Kelly  Monique Pride Sarah Greene Sheila Swenson
Susan Shore  Susan Snow


mailto:sylviasleeper@comcast.net
mailto:garym022156@comcast.net
mailto:salking2@yahoo.com
mailto:artswenson@comcast.net
mailto:adsam82@aol.com
mailto:shamka@comcast.net

PASTORS AID COMMITTEE... childrer ready to receive us when we are ready to r

Wanteds peci al i ndi vidual s t olhg swdynwill aun througimMarch, ealevdyk @l 3 ¢ al
Aid. This group meets with Pastor Keller and makes pldneta.m.
contact friends and members of our church who no longer are WELCOME MAT

able to come to regular church services. The contact i©eithelew Member program continues, and to

with a personal visit, a call, or a card. The visits mean eognea¢wcomers, we will haysotiuck Festive.unch on

deal to these individuals and keeps us in touch. If yoMaeste 7, following worshiflease sign up to bring a fo

further questions or would be willing to join our group, dentathe sigrp sheet is on the large, round table in th

Barbara Carlstrand (2292.) sembly roomNew members will join our church durin
worship on Sunday, March A4eception will follow worst
service.

FROM THE BEYER GROUPE

Next meeting of the Beyer Grddprch 11 at 2:00 PM in

the Guild RoomDr. Lucy Crichton, Chaplain at Havenwood UKAMA AFTERNOON TEA

Heritage Heights will be our guest speaker talking to uSdbeaut Rever end Edward Mat uv

our Faith Journey. All women of the church are invited tingriNew Hampshire the month of March. We will be ¢

to the Beyer Group meetings and we urge you to planhen e@dmpany and fellowship with an afternoon tea in he

tending this particular meefRagninder to all people of FirsinSaturday, March 27 at 3:00 p.m.

Church the Beyer Group is collecting items for the Church

World Service Kits.i st o f i tems needed was in | ast mont hos

North Star or you can find the list in the Assembly Room.

Jeanne Cate and Mary Pilsbury are our nominating committee

for officers for the 2A10year.Hostesses for our March CONCORD FEMALE CHARITABLE SOCIETY
meeting will be Julia Gilbert and Eleanor DEeliional (organized in 1812 at our church) cordially invites nev
leader is Jeanne Cate. bers (women) and contributors (men) to aid its work c
friendly, local benevolence. The annual feeii§f§InGm-
bership is $10.00. The C
FROM THE WOMENG6S GUIlpérwil be held éwpril 13 at Heritage Heights at 6:00 p
RUMMAGE SALE!! followed by a performancEleyWildvina,jazz duo. Tickets

Time to start cleaning out those attics, basements, closarg &1@.00 and must be purchased in advance. If you &
drawers! Our Spring Rummage Sale will be held @th Apested, see Carolyn Andrews, Dot Cassidy, or Bobbi Bols
from 9 to 12.We would love any unwanted itexhsare in
good conditidior our sale. They may be left in the back
kitchen storage area downstairs. Knicknacks, kitchen items,
linens, books, puzzles, jewelry, toys etc. all have sold well in the
past. Spring or summer clothing also sells well but save the
heavy winter items for our Christmas sale! If you would liketo NH UCC WOMENG6S SPRI N
volunteer to help or have questions, contact Louise ParehktauU CC Wo me n 6 s WednesdaygAprit 211
(2242851). at the Plymouth Congregational CAurch.s vy e ar
ATaki ng Car eTheoRev. Baget Buskhaw/ ach
of the Conference Committee on Spirituality and Earth ¢
ship will be our featured spe&@y. Burkhart attended tf
Earth Summit in Copenhagen this past December and
PROGRAMS AND UP- sharing his experience at the global mattmgpeaking will
COMING EVENTS be Madeline McElaney, coordinator of the NH Sustaine
ergy Association and she will be talking on Sustainal
Renewable Energy for New Hampshire. This is the r
This seasonds swherd we hgnon dutstansing ichaeirchgvomerh and | und
Old Testament book of the Proptibe Beyer Group has nominated a wonderful lady fro
Hosea. Hosea was a pr op hG@hurchhndp plangooakead apdafisdsoutRelsbhonaselesy
compassion for Godo6s peopffom Firsh Charphi haee beeh Louisee Pafeeteay iar
ence and worship of false gods. He used his own marriagesidy. The day begins with registration at 9:30 and
an il 1l ust r aheihadmrmardedd a @mandveo l@fpeuy 300 PMhe ladies of the Plymouth Church will s
him, and then they r econcluncheGpstfortiedayls $9.00, inclading lgnchl. Regis
forms are in the Assembly Room.




FROM OUR COLD WEATHER St

: Great big newsThe Granite Chapter of the American
YOU sgive th COMMUNITY OUT Cross has chosen the Cold Weather Shelter as one
give them = . . L
somethin REACH iHeroes. 0 This recogniti
to eat g — tion based on nominations from the community and
{m « Mt 14:16 : : : :
FOOD PANTRY NEWS among the Red Cross constituency. We will receive thi
N < |l « ) at a breakfast at the Grapponri: Center onhMarch 24.
Y2 , ¥ &= fiSomeone will no go hungrnh n'ni oA
NA R A =< because of what you do
g >?< today. 0
SHELTER GUEST

The winter wears on and so does ASSISTANCE
the line of people who need bags of groceries from oubllfr%) this shelter sea
Pantry. It is rewarding to see a smile as we hand out 3, RAKye helped two pe
age of chicken or the prized bottle of shampoo. Of cour G WE inpatient treatr
dondt al ways havedabdrafsoas @ e&o&a%ce%b%see(?s
cake mix and icing for a birthday, low sodium soup, etc. IISour '
volunteers do try to offer the compassionate hand of our\%guhc

e
o

e sh}pltered at
thspeal& ﬂonléncv , t
LWhom we communicate
tﬂ@ help of an interpreter whom we telephone.

to each person who seeks
and the willing hands of our congregation and commu
we are able to serve the thousand plus people each mow
receives help from this mission . We are so thankful to eac
you who bring cans of food or.perhaps a check for o éoﬁ)lq fly sheltered a family, until the emergency famil
pantry every week. We appreciate your kindness and & gin the Crutchfield Apartments

to pass that very quality along to those less fortunate who come )
to our door. This month we would appreciate donati

soap, shampoo and tea bags. Wb gff our guests are pursuing higher education.

FROM THE BOARD OF Ml &gela%mrgeécurrent guests have real jobs, not day labc

Thanks to our association with the Day Resource Cente
We raised art':EnItZIrEeZtli:;]ROJE%T MENAGER.IE gHests_aIready have found secure housing.
g combination of animals for our dlferna
tive Christmas giving to the Heifer project. As you may be
aware, the Sunday school is still raising enough money to buy a
goat. The congregation raised money to buy seven packets of
seedlings, four flocks of chicks, honeybees, money towards a

flock of ducks, a sheep and a goat IW%;E’ collected $9349lp \WEATHER SHELTER PLANS CLOSING DIN
ars forgenerat use. the grand total 1s ' Our Cold Weather Shelter has been a great blessing tc
and volunteers since we opened for our seventh seasor
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING cember 11, 2009. Since then, over 80 people have sle|

RECEIVE.D MARCH 21. 2010 : here or at South Church, a few for only one night, and <
One great hour of sharing is an offering which helps peé)\pé? N oht we have been ope
more than eighty countries yegper [ encep rz'aodﬁs
and hope. With the earthquake in Haiti fresh in our minﬂ%

are all aware of the help people need in such a sﬂuaﬂogele tion cBunday evening, March 2¥olunteers and
must not forget people in other parts of the world who 20 will gather at a dinner in our dining hall, share

afflicted by similar tragedies. In September and Octobe aSLy ceptional volunteer service. and bless our au
year, there were two earthquakes in the So. Pacific resy %md thgir way forward ' d
ar '

many deaths, much damage and flooding from tsunamis.

can also cause much difficulties. Many Pakistanis aeAl¥ would like to assist with the closing dinner, pleas

placed by th(_a unrest i_n tha_t country. Greater Fhan threewrﬁ 'PAstor Keller, or with our Shelter Director, Sarah !
people are displaced in Sri Lanka. Our donations help RIQY, q]eup sheet will be posted on the shelter bulletin k

sources of clean water, food, education, health care, aqus Béembly Room
ports domestic and international ministries for disaster prepar- '

me s S a

Pogram will close for the season with a festive din



FOR YOUR | NFORMATI &Njing the harvested palms off to a distant warehouse
Mg and packaging, the community members complet

~ tasks themselves and sell their palms directly rather th

FI'RST CHURCH 0GOES GREEN{§ onbidiémrsdingndtMBré of the money paid fo
WITH ECBALMS palms actually goes to those who worked the hardest to

Who would have thought that even the palms we wave QRdraIMyhen done in a socially and environmentally jt
Sunday can have a positive or negative impact on peopigidndathering protects valuable natural forests. Stea
the environment? It turns out that harvesting palm proqidgtssis palm prevent the forest from being destroyed f
an important source of supplemental income for many jRAigercpaims protect the unique and important biodi

nous families and communities in Guatemala and Mexicgf 'ﬂ‘Ré’ergion and maintain the local communities' star

ever, ovdnarvesting palm can threaten the livelihood of Wﬁ?&. So when you wave your palm this Palm Sunday

communities as well as the forests where the palm plantg, thi4&,esters who are fairly paid, and of the forests w
and provide the shade required by the palms. The pakgRf¥eated.

ducing areas tend to be the home of poorer segments of the
rural population where the people rely heavily on the palm har-

vest for income. But, although purchases of palms in the ULﬁ:C DONATIONS. GROUND EFFORTS CONTINLU

may reach as high as $4.5 million each year, the palm harvest- TO ARRIVE IN HAITI
ers themselves earn very Tit@cally, palm harvesting is Written by Jeff Woodard
done by community members hired by local contractors, who Februarg,2010

then sell palms to large floral export firms. Payment is base@mmergency relief personnel and crucial supplies cor
volume so the harvesters are motivated to gather a larggamumimto Haiti, United Church of Christ members and cc
ber of palms without regard for the quality. As a resulttiofstare maintaining their overwhelming support of thi
50% or more of the palms are later discarded because qligk@avaged nation, according to UCC leaders. As of |
quality. This method risks the rapid depletion of the forestisreicthan $650,000 had been raised by the UCC Hai
biodiversity, including the many bird species that migrRuadaccording to Susan M. Sanders, UCC's minister f
these regions during the winter. sharing of resources.

Ground efforts in addressing emergency needs are alsc
Many of the palm producing areas in Central America afe ifhe UCC is suppor@hgrch World Serviegoroviding
portant biosphere reserves, where palms are part of thesigralupplies for quake survivors. Among supplies be
vided at five sites by the CWS ardtibe by Churches Tc
gether (ACT) Alliarftort are CWS Kits and Blankets, m

E‘:0.Palms - cal supplies, food and water.
The UCC is also supporting the provision of 60 medicin

------------------------ — RTINS AR RS to address desperate medical needs-@HPamce. Each
IMA World Health medicine box contains essential me
and medical supplies to treat the routine ailments of

forest 1,000 adults and children for up to two months.

€ .A.Healthier Harvest UCC/CWSupported efforts as part of the ACT Alliance

In Guatemala and Mexico, an effort is underway to dewvetbpda construction of temporary water systems, and [

new structure for harvesting palms that protects the eabin@ier purification materials, tents and food package:

ment and also provides a fair income for the harvesterdasftHeWS work will focus on food security in rural are
palms. Called ERalms, the palms are harvested in a mexpanding work with people with disabilitieaw fuce.
sustainable way, whereby the harvesters are paid on thdmualdition, Global Ministries of the UCC/Disciples of (
of the palms they harvest rather than the quantity, whiceupglpging longtime partner CONABREl&f efforts among
to limit the amount of palms taken from the forest. Thesm@miper congregations. Planning is underwagtaolist
munities have taken upon themselves to learn about hamvesgagh and social services, and to rebuild churches.
practices that minimize impact on the natural forest whérés thsticipated the UCC will be responding to the dise
palm grows, and ways to protect this wild species of patme.néxt five to eight years.

fact, in Guatemala, the palm harvesters have received I3aitars receiving millions of dollars in emergency aid a

Wood certification from the Rainforest Alliance, a "seaMwdfesipit owes a huge debt to the international communi

proval" that ensures consumers that the wood producteethéyA Network, a leading advocate of nations in debt

purchase come from forests managed to conserve biodivgmigobal call for HaitfsiBarplus debt to be waived.
and support local communities. In some areas where théReadtaiti to have a solid chance at a strong recovery,

ratio reached as high as 50% before, now the discardedpadimsack better, its debt must be forgiven," says S

count for only™% of the harvested volume. And, rather tadats Neil Watkins, Executive Director of Jubilee US;



http://www.churchworldservice.org/
http://www.act-intl.org/
http://www.act-intl.org/

international community cannot possibly expect Haiti to pay
back a loan for emergency relief in the wake of this disaster." ORDER FORM
PLEASE LET THE CHURCH KNOW
IF YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED
For reasons unknown, many people from First Churc@ng® again, the Women's Guild will be purcha:

have been hospitalized recently have not come up gasthe decorate the Church on Easter.

church list. Please, if you or someone you know is hospitalized

call the church office and let us know. If anyone would like to make a donation (any a
toward this, a page will be put in the bulletin on
with the name of donor, and, if you care to

someone, his/her name will also appear.

The family of John Hoar thanks eveyrjonations exceed the cost of the flowers, we

one sincerely for all the kind worqg,ie the extra funds to the Pastor's Discretionar
cards, calls, and visits.

that is used to help people in emergency situatic

o

We hope you will support our Easter Lilies anc
have any questions, please call Ruth Jordon,
Chairperson, at 22408. If there are plants left a
those that are taken for nursing homes, pleas
free to take one for yourself.

Pl ease make checks pa;

Name

In Honor Of

In Memory Of
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March
Birthdays

1 Beya Sabina

1 Blanco Sabina

5 Phil Kimball

7 Peter Cheney
10 Michael Lauze
16 Cade Weaver

19 Laurie Shuttle-

worth

22 Lily Gilbert

25 JoAnn Martin

25 Susan Taylor

26 Susan Butts

26 Miriam Callahan
28 Nathan Gourley

29 Shirley Colby

30 Paul Holden

31 Evan Gourley

31 Ashley Langille

March 2010

Sun

7
10:00am Worship
& Church School
Communion
Sunday
Welcome Mat
Luncheon

14

10:00am Worship
& Church School
New Members
received

21
10:00am Worship
& Church School

5:30pm Shelter
Dinner

31 Dakota Letendre 28

10:00am Worship
& Church School

-
Ve

nePoLET o

Tale

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
1pm Female 1:30pm Pastors 10am Bible Study
Charitable Assoc. = Aid Mtg
7pm Chancel
7pm Handbell 6:30pm Cabine Choir
Choir Mtg
8 9 10 11 12 13
7pm Women's 10am Bible Study
Guild at
Havenwood 2pm Beyer Group
7pm Chancel
Choir
15 16 17 18 19 20
7pm The Shack ' 9am Merrimack 5:45pm Exec. ' 10am Bible Study 9:30am Spiritual
book discussion | Clergy Ministers | Comm. Mtg. Directors Peer
Bible Study Group
6:30pm All 7pm Chancel
7pm Handbell Boards Chaoir
Choir
22 23 24 25 26 27
7pm Bell Choir 10am Bible Study 3pm Ukama After-
noon Tea
7pm Chancel
Choir
29 30 31
7pm Bell Choir
March 14
i Wel come

Member s 0

PRAYER MINISTRY

- We continue to pray in the Walker Chapel from -8:80aamim. Monday throug

=

— Friday. We pray for our members during their birthday month, we pray fo
> need healing, we pray for the activities of our church, and for our church
We pray for those whose life situations are changing, we pray for family
who have a dear one pass away, and we pray for our brothers and sisters i

If you have a prayer need please leave your request in the prayer box lo
right hand niche of the Walker Chapel as you walk in. Our prayer is for a
Godbés abundance of all good things



