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COME TO WORSHIP

Pastors Corner 2
Our Life Together 3-6
Calendar 7
The North Star
OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday

8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Phone: 603.225.5491;
Fax: 603.717.7037
E-mail:

secretary(@concordsfirstchurch.org

August Worship and Church
School at 9:30 a.m.
Rev. David B. Keller, Pastor
pastor @concordjirstch urch.org

Rev. Donald F. Jennings,

Hpcoming Events

September 5, 2010 Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 12, 2010 Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 19, 2010 Twenticth-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 26, 2010 Twenty—sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The First Congregational Church of the
United Church Of Christ

177 North Main Street
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GATHERED SINCE 1730
SERVING, WELCOMING, GROWING IN CHRIST

For quite a few years, my wife Lindy has planted sunflower seeds in hopes of seeing those
remarkable big blooms around this time of the year. Until now, no sunflowers have beautified
our late summer yard. Some years, the seeds didn’t sprout. Some years, the squirrels or
other critters ate the young plants. Some years, the plants grew but did not bloom. Last
year, our plants failed to produce flowers, but we were blessed with a view of our neighbor's
blossoms from our kitchen window. Small consolation.

the Pastor’s corner

Once again this spring, Lindy planted the seeds. They did poorly through the spring, but they are still alive and may yet blossom.
However, two “volunteer” plants in unexpected locations, and from seeds we did not plant, are doing very well. One has actually
bloomed!

Jesus taught in parables which often used images of planting and cultivating. The most famous is the story of the seed growing
on four kinds of ground. There’s another one, about a farmer “scattering seed”, and the seed grows, but the farmer doesn’t know
how — “the earth produces of itself.” (Mark 4:26-29) Our sunflower experience is a variation on that story. The sunflower story
suggests that sometimes, what we dearly desire comes without any effort on our part whatsoever, comes by surprise, and in un-
expected places. The response, then, is for us to stay true to our hopes, but not to corral them by our expectations. It is always
possible that we could get what we want, but not in the way we thought it would come. Faith involves remaining on the alert for
blessings coming our way, being glad for good surprises, and releasing our hopes from the bondage of overly narrow expecta-
tions. If this is a “kingdom” parable — most of Jesus’ agricultural parables pointed toward God’s coming kingdom — then it asks
us, in spite of whatever kingdom work we've done that didn’t bear fruit, to remain on the lookout for signs of the kingdom making
its way into our world.

| believe that the best way to cultivate that ability to recognize and welcome the unexpected is through participation in a commu-
nity of faith. Our stories assure each other that grace and fruitfulness and the kingdom'’s ways do find purchase in the soil of our
lives and our world. So, was we begin another program year, with plenty of fine seed planted well here at First Church, may you
be among those who gather to look for the surprising ways of grace blossoming before our eyes.

SUMMER MINSTRY CONCLUDES WITH SHARED WORSHIP AT EAST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Our shared summer worship with South Church ends with a festive celebration on August 29 here at First Church. But then,
there’s one more event—something quite new for us! On Sunday, September 5, at 9:30, we will gather at East Congregational
Church with friends from East and West Congregational Churches for a special united worship event. Louise Bastille, the interim
pastor for East Church, and Pam Spain, who was ordained here at First Church but is the new interim pastor for West Church,
will share the leadership of the service with David Keller, who will be preaching.

This is a great opportunity to enrich our relationships with these two congregations, with whom we will be sharing our confirma-
tion ministry for the next two years, as well as some other collaboration still in the works. Come, and be blessed with a great wor-
ship and fellowship experience!

East Congregational Church is located on Mountain Road, north of exit 16 off Interstate 93 there is a small parking lot which fills
quickly, but parking is permitted along the road.



FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETYARY...

Big thank you to those who have kept their pledges current
during the summer. This has been a great help for keeping us
on target for our budget. Enroll in Electronic Fund Transfer, it
is simple to do, just contact your Financial Secretary — in per-
son — by telephone (603-226-4921) - or by email
(sylviasleeper(@comecast.net).

FROM THE DEACONS...

Your Board of Deacons met on Wednesday, August 18 to
plan for our duties after joint worship with South Church is
completed for the summer.

We look forward to seeing everyone at East Church on Sun-
day, September 5 at 9:30 a.m. where we will celebrate jointly
with East and West Congregational Churches. We return to
First Church and our regular 10:00 a.m. worship services and
Sunday School on September 12.

Our work is being accomplished through a series of six work-
ing groups:

Worship — Phil Kimball

Programs — Julia Gilbert

Membership - Linda Strand

Welcome Mat — Monique Pride

Confirmation — Sue Taylor

Open and Affirming — Gary Martin

Each working group has a current deacon (listed), a retired
deacon and members of our congregation on the group. If
you are interested in helping in any of these areas please call
the listed deacon for details. If you have suggestions that the
deacons can implement please call Bobbi Boley at 226-0525
or Linda Strand at 228-4990.

PROGRAM WORKING GROUP

We are planning a women’s spiritual breakfast for Saturday,
October 2 at 9:00am. All women are welcome. This is a
great opportunity to invite that friend who doesn't have a
church, or the relative who wants to know more about your
church. Besides a tasty breakfast we are offering an opportu-
nity to extend the hand of friendship to each other—in fact
friendship is the theme of our women's spiritual breakfast.
Sign up sheets will be available in the Assembly Room on
September 12. We are also planning a men's fellowship
breakfast for Saturday, October 16 at 9:00am. All men are
cordially invited to share a delicious breakfast as well as fel-
lowship.

MEMBERSHIP WORKING GROUP

The Membership Group will be meeting each month on the
third Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. We meet to review the Friend-
ship Pad information. We will try to telephone members that
we have not seen for a while. We will be inquiring about how
folks are doing, are they traveling or are they sick? Is there
something we can do to help out — provide a ride, a casserole,
a friend to talk to? This ministry is one of compassion and
caring and reaching out to our members who may need us.
We are asking our congregation to help us with this ministry.
If you, or someone you know, might benefit from a cal, please
let Linda Strand know. She is chairman of this working group
and her phone number is 228-4990 and email is lindas-
trand@comcast.net.

WORSHIP WORKING GROUP
The Worship Working Group assists the Pastor and the Chris-
tian Education Committee with special worship services. lts
current assignment is to develop new ways of including youth
in regular Sunday morning worship. It will also consider the
incorporation of special music in worship.

CONFIRMATION UPDATE

August 12t’s ice cream social at West Church was quite a
success. There was terrific representation from the three in-
volved churches (First, East, and West). We had a total of
twenty-eight participants and eleven of these were youth. Al
enjoyed a casual get-together where everyone could meet
each other, be introduced to the program, ask questions and,
of course, eat ice cream!!!

FROM THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN ED...

SING, PRAY, GROW
the 2010 Church School Program is ready to go!

We hope everyone had a great Summer and look forward to
welcoming back children and parents on September 12th!
Please come 20 minutes early on Rally Sunday to register
your child in the Assembly Room. We are excited to introduce
new programming for our growing Sunday School! Junior
High Youth Group (4th-8th grade) will now be offered upstairs
in the Youth Room, and Church School (PreK-3rd grade) will
continue to be held in the Sunday School Wing. Safer Church
training will be held directly after worship. Parents and any-
one interested in teaching this year are expected and encour-
aged to attend (Even if you completed training last year, come
learn about our new online teaching resources!)

On September 19th join us for an ice cream social after wor-
ship and learn about First Church's adventures at Horton Cen-
ter! The children are excited to share photos and stories of
our week together at camp. Donations for next year's camp
scholarships will be greatly appreciated!


mailto:sylviasleeper@comcast.net
mailto:lindastrand@comcast.net
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FROM THE BOARD OF MISSIONS...

- FOOD PANTRY NEWS
YOUg“ﬁ].them ASomeone wil l
something because of what you do

A today. o
g . §g | >« || We are so fortunatg to have our table
2 §§g ><7)@ set; the food cooking on our stove;
Z > || grace said before we eat; and perhaps

even desert and coffee after our meal.

This is not the reality for most of our clients at the Food Pan-
try.
We provide between 12-14 meals in our bags of groceries.
This we hope supplements what their food stamps buy. We
try to provide frozen meat, canned fruit and vegetables, soup,
pasta, sauce, mac n cheese, bread, and a few treats off our
cart, as well as toilet paper and other hygiene items. There
are few choices for our clients to make regarding their food
that they receive from us. This month we have been most
fortunate to receive fresh potatoes and fresh tomatoes
through the Community Action Program, as well as being
gifted with fresh produce from our congregations gardeners!
We serve almost 1600 people each month. As the autumn
approaches, we are expecting more folks to come through our
doors. Thank you for your steadfast support of this mission.
We could not be this effective without you. We continue to
need one pound bags of rice and personal care items. Thank
you.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED
The first Sunday in October, we will be collecting the
Neighbors in Need offering which supports the UCC’s minis-
tries in the United States. One third goes to Indian Ministries
and two thirds to fund justice initiative, advocacy efforts and
service projects.
Such issues as voting rights, immigration, health care, hate
crimes, and environmental justice are aided. It is easy to for-
get these problems with so many catastrophic events this year
but our help is still needed. Please give generously.

FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT THE CONCORD HOMELESS
RESOURCE CENTER

Eat at the Uno Chicago Grille on Thursday September 16,
2010, located at 15 Fort Eddy Road in Concord, Exit 14 off I-
93, and 20% of your check will be donated to the Concord
Homeless Resource Center. All you have to do is mention the
Resource Center. The Resource Center provides information,
referral, guidance and support for people who are homeless
or who are in immediate risk of becoming homeless. The
Center has been an enormous benefit to many of the people
who stay in our Cold Weather Shelter. So, enjoy a great meal
and do a good deed at the same time. The Center Certifi-
cates with our name and the date of the fund raiser etc. if you
want like one or more to pass along to your friends, family,

not

neighbors or co-workers. For more information, contact the
Center at (603) 290-3375.

dcRop WHLR BOORING FORHIRST EHURCH
WALKERS AND SPONSORS
The Greater Concord area CROP Walk is coming on Satur-
day, September 25. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints in the host church this year. Registration begins at
noon, and the walk begins at 1:00 PM.
CROP raises funds for disaster relief and hunger fighting lo-
cally and all around the world. If you've been reading our
newsletter, you know of the extraordinary increase in the use
of our food pantry this year. We know that every food pantry
in the Concord area is experiencing the same increase in re-
quests for food. Twenty five percent of CROP funds raised in
our walk come back here and benefit about a dozen food pan-
tries or soup kitchens in our area.
Beyond the local need, this has been a year of unprecedented
disasters which have stretched the resources of every relief
agency on the planet. It began with the devastating earth-
quake in Haiti. In the summer, flooding in the American Mid-
west affected dozens of communities. Currently, flooding in
Pakistan is uprooting hundreds of thousands of people and
destroying crops that were their livelihood. Church World Ser-
vice has responded to each of these disasters and to other
less well known situations, even as it quietly supports local
efforts in literally hundreds of locations around the world to
promote sustainable agriculture, provide clean water, and ad-
dress pressing public health needs.
First Church has decided not to issue a special appeal in re-
sponse to the flooding in Pakistan. Rather, we are asking
those associated with our church to get involved in the CROP
walk, either as walkers or as sponsors. We are already re-
cruiting walkers, and those walkers are looking for sponsors.
Sign up after worship with Tim Wildman, our recruitment coor-
dinator, or call the office to communicate your support, or
check us out online at www.cropwalkonline.org — our team is
‘Feat of First.” Make checks out to “CWS/CROP.”

PROGRAMS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

BEYER GROUP

Jon Huntington of Pleasant View Gardens in Loudon has ex-
tended an invitation to us to tour his facility and enjoy the
beautiful flower gardens. Our plan is to meet at the back
church parking lot on Thursday, September 9t at 1:30 p.m.
We will carpool from there. Members will be telephoned be-
forehand to determine how many can come, etc. Upon our
return to the church, we will have a brief meeting — Carolyn
Andrews will lead devotions, our hostesses, Janet Smith and
Sheila Lugg, will serve refreshments. We do look forward to
seeing everyone again after a very hot summer.


http://www.cropwalkonline.org/

NEW BIBLE STUDY EXPLORES BOOK OF JUDGES

PROGRAMS AND UPCOMI NG E VIEnNfdr &min@e@bhuTtheshlitsuesD e

FROM THE WOMEN’S GUILD...

ANNUAL VILLAGE FAIR

Mark your calendars !!!' On November 6t we will hold our
annual Village Fair. This event brings so many people to-
gether — the workers and donors, who put in many hours to
prepare for it, our church members and friends, as well as
others in the community who come in for the day and receive
a taste of First Church hospitality. Grandma’s Basement
needs lots of “treasures.” Gently used items, books, puzzles,
and jewelry may be brought in and stored in the downstairs
back kitchen room. If you have a doll that needs a little ten-
der, loving care, Joan Wiggin needs it now to give her time to
refurbish it.

Please do not donate summer clothing — people aren’t looking
for those items at this time of year.

We need hand crafted items for our knit and gift tables. Linda
Theriault is looking for knitters to fill her table with mittens,
slippers, baby sweaters, and other special items. She also
will have some stocking stuffers available and welcomes
more.

As Fair date approaches, think about the baked goods that
you can donate to the food room and luncheon.

As always, we are looking for new ideas to incorporate with
the tried and true features of our past sales. If you have a
great idea, let me know!! Louise Parenteau (224-2851)

THANK YOU!

The Women'’s Guild thanks the members of our congregation
for all the support they provide for our receptions at funerals
and weddings. God bless you for your willingness to bake the
brownies, make the sandwiches, donate the chips and pick-
les, and volunteer your time to help serve at these functions.
Many people have commented on the beauty of our coffee
service and punch bowl and the table filled with your dona-
tions pleases everyone. How special to have the spacious
Guild Room (now beautifully painted by John Csencsis) to
welcome people and offer fellowship. It is the perfect meld of
worship and fellowship that makes our funerals, memorial ser-
vices and weddings the spirit filled events that nurture those
who participate.

tension and strife among rival groups
disputes over land and territory

uncertainty over the roles of men and women
senseless and excessive violence

abuse of spouses and children

excessive individualism

moral confusion and social chaos
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Is this a description of our era, or of another? Many will say,
this is what's going on today. It also describes the social
situation recorded in the Old Testament Book of Judges. (the
list is taken from the introduction to the commentary on
Judges by J. Clinton McCann in the Interpretatiocommen-
tary series.) Judges is a difficult book, featuring some of the
Bible's most violent stories, and some of its most complicated
'heroes' (such as Deborah and Samson). But, like all in-
spired Scripture, it points to God who remains faithful in spite
of our faithlessness, and to the power of covenant loyalty to
make god's people aware of how they have strayed and how
they might return. Studying it affords a remarkable opportu-
nity to explore how we might renew covenant faithfulness in
our own confused and chaotic times.

The Thursday morning Bible study explored the Book of
Joshua, Judges' predecessor, last fall. This fall we take up
the next text in the Old Testament's historical literature. This
is an ambitious study, but it is designed to welcome newcom-
ers as well as those who have been part of the group in the
past. The study meets at 10:00 AM on Thursdays starting
September 16 and continuing through December 16. We will
read the entire book. Pastor Keller is the teacher for this
study.

CHANCEL CHOIR NEWS

Choir rehearsals will resume Thursday, Sept. 2, 2010 at
7:00pm in the Chapel. All are welcome - come and sing with
us! The Chancel Choir will begin singing on Sunday, Sept. 12,
2010. The choir will meet at 8:30 on Sunday mornings. We're
looking forward to seeing everyone and raising our voices in
praise. Call Faith Greene if you have any questions, 491-
4028.



PROGRAMS AND UPCOMI NG EV

CONFERENCE ON INDEPENDENCE AND AGING
COMING OCOTBER 4

Lutheran Social Services, in conjunctions with a wide array of
businesses and social service organizations, is sponsoring an
excellent conference and resource fair on Independence and
Aging on Monday, October 4, 2010, from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM,
at the Grappone Conference Center. Admission is free, and
there is no registration—just come!

The program will include presentations on exploring options
with aging parents, estate planning, and the impact of recent
health care reform legislation on older adults. There will even
be a chance to try your hand on a Nintendo Wil Also in-
cluded will be free health screenings and flu shots. Lunch will
be provided.

For more information, check out the page on our own church
web site, or www.Issinhomecare.org. or call 224-3010.

NH UCC WOMEN FALL FIELD MEETING
The Fall Field Meeting will be held at the Dunbarton Church
on Wednesday October 13 with registration beginning at 9:15
AM. Please note the day of the week has changed to a
Wednesday. At the Spring Forum, the women said they pre-
ferred a mid weekday for our state meetings.

We have an exciting program The Power of Possibilities by
Raymond and Vivian Dion of New Durham, NH. Married over
40 years, this active retired couple enjoys reaching out to the
community. Known as an energetic couple who is “Dion to
Entertain You!” Their presentation stirs old memories and
makes you want to tap your feet.

Ray says, “l found singing uplifting, and | love making people
smile. | found my singing voice after many years of the daily
working grind. Retirement made me stop and think of memo-
ries of my teenage band where | was lead singer.

Storyteller and writer, Viv Dion speaks of the Power of Possi-
bilities through thought provoking stories. She recently hon-
ored the Purple Lilac in her column, called “Simply Speaking,”
and focuses on “the simple things.” She motivates audiences
to be thankful of God’s gifts, and appreciate life.

The pair has done presentations at the Wolfeboro Garden

SAVE THE DATE!
rvi ittee is thrilled to wel-
come geégnce t@%ﬁ;&ito fé[eoncoroB NH on Friday, October

15. Please plan to be with us for a celebration of the 35th an-
niversary of AFSC's New Hampshire program. We will gather
from 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm at the Concord Unitarian Universalist
Church. Dr. Harding, a nationally known leader and educator
on nonviolence, civil rights and justice, will create an opportu-

nity for us to reflect together on "Dreaming a New Amer-

ica.Tickets are $15 per person, and include dinner and des-
sert. For more information, please contact Maggie Fogarty at
(603)224-2407 or mfogarty@afsc.org.

NEEDED FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE:
DELEGATES AND HOSTS!

The 209t Annual Meeting of the New Hampshire Conference
of the United Church of Christ is coming to Concord on Satur-
day, October 23, 2010. The meeting will take place at the
Grappone Conference Center. This one-day event will feature
wonderful worship, excellent fellowship, and, of course, taking
up the business of the Conference.

First Church is entitled to four delegates, plus one youth dele-
gate. If you are interested in representing us, call our presi-
dent, Karen May, or inform the church office.

Because this is a one day event, there will be delegates com-
ing from a distance who may appreciate staying overnight in
someone’s home rather than a motel. Kit DeVries of South
church is coordinating this effort. Anyone interested in hosting
a member of a United church of Christ may call her at 226-
3757 or send her an email at k_devries@myfairpoint.net.

ALL CHURCH HIKE!
Mark your calendars for an All Church Hike at Mt. Kearsage
on October 10. This will be about a quarter mile hike up to the
summit where people can enjoy their lunches and share in a
devotion. Bring your cameras for a spectacular view!


http://www.lssinhomecare.org/
mailto:mfogarty@afsc.org
mailto:k_devries@myfairpoint.net
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September
Birthdays

1 Kim Gilbert

1 William Metevier

2 Celia Chandler-Smith

2 Waldo Sellar

3 Linda Sims

6 Sheila Swenson

8 Everett Sims

11 Neal Andrew

11 Audrey Sullivan

12 Jonathan Huntington

12 Shelly Sechrest

13 Janel Barry

13 Karla Marion

16 Beth Bell

16 Susan Newton

17 Caleb Keller

18 David May

20 Marguerite Edmunds

20 Timothy Mason

20 Devin Sabina

21 Rebecca Clar

21 Connor McGahan

24 Jessica Martin

25 Harriet Bailey

25 David MacArthur

26 Sara Slawski

27 Eleanor Wells

30 Meghan Murray

30 Brandon Sullivan

i

September 201

____________e__

16:30pm |2 3 4
Cabinet
5 9:30am 6 71pm Con- |8 9 10am Biblg 10 11
United Wor- cord Female Study
ship @ East Charitable 2pm Beyer
Congregz_atlona ASSOC. Group
(833[’1‘:12””'0” 7pm Chancel
y Choir
12 10am 13 7pm 14 15 5:45pm 1610am 17 18
Worship & Women's Executive Bible Study
Church School| Guild Mtg at Comm. Mtg. | 7pm Chancel
Havenwood 6:30pm All | Choir
Rally Day! Boards Mtg.
1910am 20 21 22 7pm 2310am Bible 24 25
Worship & 7pm Bell Quarterly Study
Church School Choir Mt. 6:30pm Future
Horton Center Path Task
Ice cream Group 7pm
Party! Chancel Choir
2610am 27 28 29 3010am
Worship & 7pm Bell Bible Study
Church School Choir 7pm Chancel
Choir
|
PRAYER MINISTRY

This ministry prays for our congregation, its programs, its leadership, its employees, as well as for spe-
cific requests of healing, comfort, etc. We pray Monday-Friday 8:30-9:00am. Please join us in the
Walker Chapel or at home. We are asking all to pray for our church vitality. You may use the following
prayer or a prayer of your choosing.

our church and in the life of my spirit.”
Thank you, may God's spirit flow through your life!

“Dear Gracious God, Open my mind and heart to your purpose for my participation in the life of



