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From The Pastor 
  

Beloved in Christ, 

The people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness—on them light has 

shined.  You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you as with joy at the harvest, as 

people exult when dividing plunder.  For 

the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor, you have broken as on the day 

of Midian.  (Isaiah 9:1-4) 

“Waiting is not a very popular attitude.  

Waiting is not something that people think 

about with great sympathy.  In fact, most 

people consider waiting a waste of time.  

Perhaps this is because the culture in which 

we live is basically saying, 'Get going!  Do 

something!  Show you are able to make a 

difference!  Don't just sit there and wait!'  

For many people, waiting is an awful desert 

between where they are and where they 

want to go.  And people do not like such a 

place.  They want to get out of it by doing 

something. 

In our particular historical situation, waiting 

is even more difficult because we are so 

fearful.  One of the most pervasive 

emotions in the atmosphere around us is 

fear.  People are afraid – afraid of inner 

feelings, afraid of other people, and also 

afraid of the future.  Fearful people have a 

hard time waiting, because when we are 

afraid we want to get away from where we 

are.  […]  The more afraid we are, the 

harder waiting becomes.  That is why  

 

 

waiting is such an unpopular attitude for 

many people.” (By Henri Nouwen an 

excerpt from “Waiting for God.”) 

Advent.  The time of waiting and watching 

is upon us again.  Last year, this season 

was especially difficult because families and 

friends weren’t getting together for the 

holidays - we didn’t yet have the vaccine 

for Covid.  This year, many families are 

choosing to be together, and it’s good.  Yet, 

this pandemic is far from over.  With yet 

another variant on the horizon, and having 

just surpassed the current positive cases in 

NH from last December by more than a 

thousand, we are indeed still waiting. 

It strikes me that in the two gospels that 

include a birth narrative of Jesus (Luke and 

Matthew) people are waiting.  Zachariah 

and Elizabeth are waiting.  Mary and 

Joseph are waiting.  Anna and Simeon are 

waiting.  Even the Magi, those from an 

unknown distant land, are waiting.  They 

are all waiting for God.  They are waiting 

for the “new and good” that they trust God 

will bring. 

It is also important to note that each of 

those people who are waiting eventually 

play a part in God's unfolding plan for the 

“new and good.”  They are each given the 

opportunity to do something amazing – by 

simply being themselves.  Anna and 

Simeon, especially, have been waiting 

expectantly for at least 50 years to play 

their part in God's plan.  What do they give 

to Jesus?  A blessing of unfathomable joy. 
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While each of the participants in God's plan 

may have fleeting moments of fear on their 

journey, the awe reigns supreme in their 

hearts and souls.  Fear, when we wait on 

and for God, cannot penetrate our hope, 

peace, and joy – but most of all it cannot 

penetrate our love.   

In this time of unknowns and transition for 

First Church, it is vital that we do 

everything with love: worship, meetings, 

Circle gatherings, conversations, faith 

formation, outreach, virtual coffee hour, 

and yes – even, or especially, 

disagreements.  “Fear not!” says the angel 

over and over in this season.  If the way 

forward is paved with fear then we will be 

building on sand, and whatever is built will 

crumble.  The way forward for First Church 

must be paved with an overflowing of love 

for one another.   

In this season, let us practice together the 

art of waiting for God, trusting completely 

that we will all play an important part in 

God's plan for Concord’s First Church. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Emilia 

 
Church Council  

 
Our realtor continues the search for our 

new church home and Council has reviewed 
information on 47 potential properties over 

the past 1 ½ years. Only four buildings 
were considered a viable possibility and 

warranted a physical tour. For the past 

several months, minimal properties are 
available for sale, with high demand driving 

high purchase prices as well as zoning  

 

issues for places of assembly. Presently, 
twelve months remain on our lease with 

CCEH. Council is beginning discussion of 
consideration of the leasing market if an 

appropriate building does not become 
available. 

 
On November 7th, we hosted a Visioning 

Meeting which included members of our 

congregation and invited guests who are 
non-members and participate in our 

ministry offerings. We appreciated the 
reflections shared by many of the invited 

persons and for Tim Wildman’s recent 
summary of that meeting sent to our 

members. 
 

Council is providing an opportunity, 
exclusively for our church members, to 

share feedback on our church’s future.  We 
invite you to an online Zoom Visioning 

meeting on Sunday, December 12th at 12 
noon.  There has been a dramatic drop in 

participation in worship and our church 

ministries with the selling of our church 
building and the ongoing pandemic. Council 

developed areas for questions, being sent 
to you in advance of the meeting, to guide 

us in our future discernment and decisions. 
The areas we ask you to reflect on are 

Church Participation, Worship, Ministries, 
Fellowship, Sustaining the Church and 

encourage you to participate in this 
important meeting on December 12th. 

 
Sheila Swenson, Council 

 

 
 



NORTH STAR 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
December 2021 

4 
 

 

Spiritual Life Ministry Team 
 

The Season of Advent is a time of 
preparation for the celebration of the birth 

of Jesus Christ.  We celebrate the coming 
of Light in the midst of darkness. During 

the 4 Sundays of Advent, we will light the 
traditional candles in the Advent wreath for 

Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. On Saturday, 
December 4th from 10 am-12 noon, we 

welcome others to join us for the 
decorating of our sanctuary and setting up 

the church Christmas tree. On Sunday, Dec 

5th is the Service of the “Hanging of the 
Chrismons”, the white and gold ornaments 

that symbolize Christ’s life. This year’s 
Christmas Eve Service will be held at 4pm 

on Dec 24th in the sanctuary. 
 

During worship services, we continue to 
follow the Council’s Covid protocol of 

wearing masks and socially distancing but 
have returned to gentle congregational 

singing. We were pleased to have the choir 
recently return to sing a Thanksgiving 

anthem and they are preparing an anthem 
for the Advent/Christmas season. The 

sacrament of Communion is being offered 

on the first Sunday of each month with the 
elements provided in disposable containers. 

The next Jazz Sanctuary Service will be 
held on Sunday, Dec 19th at 1 pm. The 

Agape feast is shared with prepackaged 
juice and crackers. 

 
Many in the congregation have expressed 

that they miss the fellowship and 
connection of our pre-pandemic in-person 

Coffee Hour and the Virtual Coffee Hour 
offered after Zoom worship services. The 

Spiritual Life Ministry team is exploring 
ways to have a virtual Fellowship Hour in  

 

 
the coming year to provide more 

connection with one another with 
alternating hosts, open communication  

and discussion offerings.  
  

We encourage our church family to 
participate in the upcoming online Visioning 

meeting on December 12 at 12 noon. 

Questions to reflect on will be included in 
the letter from Tim Wildman being sent out 

to all members. Our attendance at morning 
worship is drastically declining and often in 

single digits. We care about your spiritual 
needs, and welcome your input on what 

would make worship more meaningful for 
you. Your thoughts and ideas are valued.   

 
 

Sheila Swenson, Spiritual Life Ministry 
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Technology Corner 

 
Be watching our YouTube Channel and 

Facebook page during Advent. Every 
morning we'll publish a video of the Jazz 

Sanctuary House Band performing a 
different Christmas song. The first song will 

be released on Monday, December 13, and 
the last one will arrive on Christmas 

morning. These jazz versions of Christmas 
favorites will include titles such as Silent 

Night, God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, The 

Christmas Song, and White Christmas. 
 

You can share these videos with family and 

friends by telling them to go to YouTube 
and search for "Concord's First Church," 

then click on the blue circle with the white 
cross to visit our channel. If they subscribe 

to our channel by clicking on the red 
"Subscribe" button, they won't miss any of 

the future videos. 
 

You, your friends, and your family can help 

others find these Christmas songs by 
"liking" the video - Just click on the little 

thumbs-up picture below the video. When 
more people "like" one of these videos, 

more people will be able to find it when 
searching for Christmas Music on YouTube. 

  

                                
 

 
Jock Irvine, Technology 

 

UPDATED First Church Covid Protocol 
(Adopted by the Council on 

Wednesday, October 13, 2021) 
 

Based on the total Concord population of 
approximately 44,000 residents, here is the 

First Church protocol for worship moving 

forward: 
 

 If there are 1-440 active cases in 
Concord - there will be an option for 

in-person worship with everyone 
wearing masks, as we are now closing 

the windows for the cooler season. 
 If there are 441 or more active cases 

in Concord - worship will ONLY be 
online (at that point more than 1% of 

the population of Concord has Covid). 
 

Here are the guidelines we will be following 

for in-person worship: 

 No congregational singing 

 Contact tracing every week 

 Every other pew is taped off to 

maintain 6ft distances 

 Offering plates will remain stationary 

on pedestals 

 Communion will be offered “to-go” 

after the benediction 
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Ministry of Outreach 

School Kits and Clean Up Buckets: 

Thank you to those who have sewn more 
bags for the school kits.  Please sew a bag 

or two while you have your machines out 
making those Christmas gifts or consider 

adding the items needed on your shopping 
list when you are Christmas shopping.  We 

have received one new bag and currently 
have 7 pencil sharpeners, 11 boxes of 

crayons, 13 erasers, 47 pencils, 31 rulers, 
7 scissors, and 3 notebooks. 

  
Veterans of the Cross: 

Now called the Christmas Fund, this 

offering has been caring for active and 
retired clergy and lay employees of the 

United Church of Christ for over 100 years, 
providing emergency grants, 

supplementation of small annuities and 
health premiums, and Christmas "Thank 

You" gift checks.  Let's show our 
appreciation of our retired ministers and 

give generously. 
 

Christmas Eve Offering: 
Our offering at the Christmas Eve service 

will be given to Family Promise.  Whether 
you come in person, watch via zoom or 

Facebook, please take time to donate to 

this important cause. 
 

Salvation Army Angel Tree: 
In the past years, we have had a Salvation 

Army Angel Tree.  Last year, due to COVID, 
this was not possible but it was still 

possible to buy a gift at Walmart. Walmart 
and the Salvation Army are teaming once 

again to help millions of children and 
families in need.  You can donate in person 

or on line (Walmart Angel Tree / The 
Salvation Army USA) or send a check to the  

 

 
church with Salvation Army in the memo 

line.  Help a child have a memorable 
Christmas. 
 

Heifer International: 

Please consider Heifer International as an 
alternative gift giving solution this 

year.  $10 buys a share of a goat, $30 buys 
honeybees, $20 can buy a flock of chicks, 

and the list goes on. 

VisitHeifer.org/catalog. 
 

Zimbabwe: 
Zimbabwe Covid rate is 0.2 per 100,000 

(probably an underestimate), USA rate is 
24 per 100,000.  Forecast is for average to 

above average rainfall through March, so 
that is good for food security. 

 
Sara Nichols, Outreach 
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The Christmas Village Fair 

Following is an article from the Concord 

Monitor titled: Church Guild to Sponsor 

Holiday Fair dated Nov 29, 1965. 

The Women’s Guild of the First 

Congregational Church will hold its 

Christmas Village Fair Saturday. Barbara 

Swenson, president of the group, 

announced that Wanda Burgess is the 

general chairperson for the event. Women 

working at the fair will be dressed in 

recognition of Concord’s bicentennial year 

which is also the 235th anniversary of the 

organization of the church. 

Wanda Burgess listed chairpersons of the 

shops included in the Christmas Village 

theme. The Village Gallery will be under the 

direction of Elizabeth Thomas, The Calico 

Shoppe will be operated by Harriet Slack, 

Mrs. Taft and Esther Collishaw are in 

charge of Ye Olde Knitting Mill. Dorothy 

King and Eleanor Wells will operate the 

Sweet and Sour Shoppe and Ye Goodie 

Shoppe. The fruit cake bar will be in charge 

by Dorothy Riley. Ye Bake Shoppe has as 

co-chairwomen, Barbara Kalajian and Mrs. 

Minassian. Daryl Ann Bennett will be 

chairwoman of the Curiosity Shoppe. 

Ye Olde Coffee House will be open for 

morning coffee breaks, noon snacks, and 

an afternoon tea with Ruth Lyon, Helen 

Carr, and Hildegard Heins in charge. 

Elizabeth Hoadley and Eleanor Dustin will 

be chairwomen of the Mistletoe and Holly 

Room. 

 

 

Co-chairwomen of the Young Folke Shoppe 

will be Mrs. Carpenter, Carol Dunlap, Mrs. 

Urton and Doris Merrill. The children’s grab 

bag will be operated by Edna Lugg and 

Sheila Lugg. 

The adult babysitters will work under the 

direction of Marjorie Howard and Cynthia 

Parkerson. The Children’s Cinema has 

Barbara Bean as chairwoman, Virginia 

Beck, Pauline Johnson, Doris Fitts and 

Pauline Morton comprise the committee in 

charge of decorating for this special event. 

The Christmas Village Fair continued for 

fifty plus years after this article in the 

Monitor was published. Many years of 

dedicated members working together 

resulting in a successful and memorable 

community event. 

Everett Sims, Historian 
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Arthur Swenson Jr. – 12/6   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS  

If you would like your name included in the 

weekly bulletin prayer list, please contact 

our church administrator, Kathy. 

(secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org) 

The Prayer Circle asks you to keep in prayer for the 

following members and friends:     
 

Elizabeth Hardy – Hope 

Roger Lyon – Hope and Health  

Deborah Goodwin - Healing  
Eleanor Stokes - Hope  

Margaret Sellar - Healing  
Faith Clark - Healing   

Kellie Heath - Healing  
Nancy Sanborn – Healing   

Dot Cassady - Hope  
Carol Hovey – Healing 

Eleanor Kimball - Healing 
Tanner Garrison - Comfort and Support 

Family of Rev. Johanna Young - Peace 
The First Congregational Church - Support 

during this time of Transition. 
Pam Spain – Healing 

Doug King - Healing 
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