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From The Pastor 
  
Greetings Beloved in Christ, 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus 

said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, 

do you love me more than these?” He said 

to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 

you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 

A second time he said to him, “Simon son 

of John, do you love me?” He said to him, 

“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He 

said to him the third time, “Simon son of 

John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt 

because he said to him the third time, “Do 

you love me?” And he said to Jesus, “Lord, 

you know everything; you know that I love 

you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 

[...] After this he said to him, “Follow me.”  

(John 21:15-17, 19b) 

Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!  The Eastertide 

season is finally here and we will be 

actively reflecting on the resurrection 

through Pentecost, which we will celebrate 

on June 5th.  That’s right - Eastertide is as 

LONG as Lent!  This is something that we 

often forget and it’s sad because we are 

turning down the invitation to celebrate for 

seven weeks in a row.  (Granted, seven 

weeks in a row of eating Easter candy 

might make our stomachs sad.) 

As a congregation, we are experiencing our 

own resurrection as we begin the hard 

work of moving to Wesley Methodist 

Church.  This time will give us the nimble 

freedom to do a deep dive into discernment 

about what we want our mission to be for  

 

 

the next 5-10 years.  What will we claim to 

uniquely offer Concord and the world?  

What will we tell people, in order to 

encourage them to join us in seeking the 

abundant life in Christ?  How will we reach 

out and engage with the community, in 

ways that only we can offer, through the 

gifts and talents in our congregation? 

“Do you love me?  Do you love me?  Do 

you love me?”  If so, then feed and tend 

my sheep.  Lead them beside still waters, 

and to plentiful green pastures.  Guide 

them to places where their souls can be 

restored.  Take them only on “right” paths, 

with narrow doorways, that lead to gardens 

teeming with Love.  Even though we each 

have moments of walking through the 

darkness, remind them that they are never 

alone; remind them that ‘I AM’ is with 

them.  Teach them the ways of abundance, 

so that they are comfortable feasting on 

Life, even in the presence of their demons.  

Anoint them at every moment, so that they 

will feel and understand their 

interconnectedness with all of Creation.  

Show them that the flora of goodness and 

the fauna of mercy walk with them each 

and every day.  Then, and only then, will 

they see and understand that they (and 

we) dwell in the Kingdom of God each and 

every day. 

THAT is what Jesus was asking of Peter, 

and why he asked Peter THREE times, “Are 

you sure you love me?  Because this is the 

amount of work that I have for you to do.   
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The only way you will be able to accomplish 

it, is if you abide in me, as I abide in you.” 

As a church-in-transition we have the gift 

of looking at everything - physical and 

spiritual - and then making an intentional 

choice in the ways we are going to live out 

and into Jesus’ commandment to love one 

another in the years to come. 

“After this, Jesus said to Peter, ‘Follow me.”  

How will we choose to follow Jesus, as we 

continue to embark - together - into the 

unknown? 

Easter Blessings, 
Pastor Emilia 
  

Church Council 
 

 A major focus of Council is to prepare and 
implement a smooth transition into the 

formal rental agreement with Wesley 
Methodist Church, following the 

congregational vote on March 27.  Susan 
Lauze, Phil and Eleanor Kimball, and Pastor 

Emilia, are reviewing and creating a list of 

sacred items, furniture and inventory to be 
taken to Wesley or kept to be placed into a 

storage facility. First Church must consider 
the cost of storing property, (in particular, 

large furniture) versus replacing items 
when a new church home is obtained.  An 

additional list of items to be adopted, sold 
or donated will also be complied.  The 

congregation will receive a letter this 
month that will provide the list of property 

and items that will be offered to the 
congregation to take to keep for adoption 

before they are donated or sold in a tag 
sale.    

 

A Service of Decommissioning and 

Transition for First Congregational Church 

in the beloved sanctuary of our present 

building (5th meeting house of FCC) is being 

planned for June 26. It will provide 

opportunity for the expression of gratitude 

for all our church has meant to this 

congregation and our community over eight 

decades at 177 North Main Street. Our first 

worship service in the chapel at Wesley 

Methodist Church will be held the following 

Sunday on July 3 and a Re-Gathering 

Sunday will be planned for September 11th. 

Council is diligently preparing the proposed 

2022-2023 Budget for the annual meeting 

to be held on June 5.  Appropriations will 

be designated into the line item, Church 

Transition Expenses, that are needed for a 

moving company, additional storage fees, 

and rewiring offices for the internet 

installment in setting up our two new 

church offices. Although there will not be a 

specific stewardship campaign goal set this 

year, Council was encouraged by the 

continued interest expressed for providing 

mission in our community at the recent 

congregational meeting.  

Sheila Swenson, Council 

 

               



NORTH STAR 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
May 2022 

4 
 

 

Ministry of Outreach 

School Kits and Clean Up Buckets: 

Thank you to all who contributed to this 

year's collection for school kits and clean 
up buckets.  On May 5th, Sheila Lugg and 

Sara Nichols will deliver 30 school kits and 
1 clean up bucket to Bow Mills Methodist 

Church.  Please continue to collect the 
items needed for next year's shipment.  If 

you watch the fliers and ads, you can find 
some good savings for the needed 

materials. 

 
One Great Hour of Sharing: 

Thank you for your contributions to 
OGHS.  A total amount will be published in 

next month's North Star. Your donations 
will provide hope during times of despair. It 

will go toward food, water, medicines, 
education, and opportunities for sustainable 

development.  Thank you again. 
 

Mothers' Day: 
Mothers' Day is May 8th.  Let's celebrate all 

mothers and contribute to CWS 
blankets.  You can give in memory of or in 

honor of a person.  Just put the name in 

the memo line of your check or write a 
short note and mail to the church.  We will 

print a list in the bulletin.  These blankets 
provide comfort and warmth to those in 

need.  A blanket can do so much more 
than be just a blanket.  It can be a shawl, a 

baby carrier, a tote bag, a window 
covering, a room divider, a picnic blanket, 

just to name a few.  In 2021, the total 
number of blankets and kits distributed 

globally were 191,182.  We can make a 
difference! 
 

  
 

  

 

 

 

Sara Nichols, Outreach 
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Ministry of Operations 

 
Planning Our Move to  

Wesley Methodist Church 
 

The next few months will be busy as we 
prepare for our move to Wesley Methodist 
Church, where we will be leasing space while 
we redefine our mission. On April 25, Pastor 
Emilia, Susan Lauze, Eleanor and Phil 
Kimball met at 177 North Main Street to start 
the process of deciding which things we will 
want to take with us, which items need to go 
into storage, which things will need a new 
home and which things should be discarded 

 
We prepared a list of our major belongings. 
For most, we made a preliminary decision 
about their disposition. Research is required 
before making some decisions. The entire list, 
including those where we were not ready to 
make a decision, will be presented to Council 
before publicizing the list to the church 
members.  
 
We anticipate setting aside a short period of 
time when members can identify items they 
wish to take home. After that, organizations in 
Concord will be offered some of the other 
items we will not be moving to Wesley. 
Perhaps there will be a tag day open to 
everyone. 
 
Moving things to storage involves serious 
money, for both the moving and the storage 
expense. Some discipline needs to be 
employed while deciding. In some cases, 
such as with the piano in the sanctuary, we 
are hoping to find a temporary suitable home 
until we are ready to move into the new 
permanent site of First Church. 

 
 
By setting a tight timetable, I hope that we will 
have moved every item, excepting those that 
will be discarded, by July 31. 
 
Phil Kimball, Operations 
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Spiritual Life Ministry 
 

Pastor Emilia led us through Lent, the 
events of Holy Week, and Easter Sunday 

worship services.  Reading from the Gospel 
of John, we traveled, once again, through 

the final days of Jesus’ life on earth—his 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, his last 

supper with his disciples, Judas’ betrayal, 
Jesus’ trial, his crucifixion; and we heard 

the amazing story of the first disciple, 
Mary, seeing the resurrected Jesus, and as 

instructed by him, running to tell the 

others.   
 

Maundy Thursday service was very moving.  
The contrast of the light that was Jesus and 

the darkness of the events was powerful, 
and the sound of the hammer is always 

haunting.  
 

As we gathered near the pond at White 
Park for our Easter Sunrise Service, the sun 

rose above the cloud bank, birds were 
singing, the willow tree beside the water 

was sprouting new green leaves, and we 
remembered the first Easter, hope in new 

life in its many forms warmed our hearts.  

It was truly a celebratory service.  Our 
grand finale was the 10:00 Easter Worship 

Service, a celebration of Jesus’ life, 
resurrection, and presence in our lives 

today.  Through Holy Week and Easter 
Sunday, Pastor Emilia gifted us with 

opportunities for meditation, introspection 
and messages of joy, hope and love.   

 
Choir members sang anthems on Palm 

Sunday and Easter which added to the 
celebratory mood.  A special thank you to 

Kellie Heath for the beautiful flowers on our 
altar and chancel for Easter.  

 

 
As you will notice from the numbers 

published in our weekly E-News, we have 
had slight increase in participation, 

especially for Easter.  Those present 
seemed to enjoy the fellowship of seeing 

one another in person. April’s Jazz 
Sanctuary, The Jazz of Vigil, was very 

moving.  It was well attended.  Hopefully, 

this upward trend in participation will 
continue.    

 
A reminder:  the handicap ramp and doors 

are always open on Sunday, with someone 
to offer assistance.    

 
On April 24th, at our Fellowship Hour, 

Pastor Emilia invited input on the most 
recent changes in our worship services, 

using traditional and modern elements. 
Participants agreed that the combination of 

traditional and more contemporary 
elements is working well.  One person 

suggested including the doxology or other 

praise or amen music after The Lord’s 
Prayer.  All were in favor of having some 

variety in our worship services.  Hopefully, 
we’ll be able to have the choir sing more 

often, and have guests such as our 
delightful pianist Jillian Ervine, who played 

“Over the Rainbow.”  
 

May’s Jazz Sanctuary, will be on Sunday 
May 15th.  The topic will be mental health.  

Watch for notices in the North Star, E-
News, and Facebook.  There will not be a 

morning worship service on May 15th.  
 

Throughout the summer, Jazz Sanctuary  
will be the only service on the third Sunday 

of the month. 
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The Rev. Dr. Timothy Wildman will be 
preaching on May 29th, as Pastor Emilia  

will be away.  
 

Our next big celebration will be Pentecost 
on June 5th.  The Rev. Gordon Rankin, NH 

Conference Minister, will be our guest 
preacher.  Our Annual Meeting is also 

scheduled for that Sunday.  It will be a big 

day. 
 

We hope that members have had a chance 
to read John Dorhauer’s book, “Beyond 

Resistance.”  He will be joining us via Zoom 
on May 1 for a discussion about the book 

and his ideas.   We hope to have a good 
turn-out for this event, especially as we 

move to a new space at Wesley United 
Methodist and plan our future. 

 
Page Turners continue to meet the fourth 

Monday at 2:00.  We discussed “The Gift” 
by Hafiz, a Sufi poet from the fourteenth 

century at our April 25 meeting.   “The Gift” 

is a book full of love of life and God—truly a 
gift.  Our next book will be “Braiding 

Sweetgrass” and will be discussed on May 
23rd.  This is a very popular book.  It was 

written by a scientist, whose heritage is 
Native American; she is also a mother and 

professor, and brings all of these elements 
to her writing.  It’s not a page-turner; it’s a 

book that makes you want to pause and 
savor every chapter.  You’re welcome to 

join us, whether or not you’ve read the 
book. 

 
The Anti-Racism Study Group is continuing 

to read “The 1619 Project”.  We meet the 
first and third Tuesdays at 7 pm.   Again, 

you’re always welcome to join the group.   

 

 

We’re planning a field trip to the Black 
Heritage Trail in Portsmouth NH in June.   

  
Eleanor Kimball, Spiritual Life 
 

 

UPDATED First Church Covid Protocol 
 (Adopted by the Council on 

Wednesday, March 16th, 2021) 

Based on the total Concord population of 

approximately 44,000 residents, here is the 
First Church protocol for worship moving 

forward: 
 

 If there are 1-440 active cases in 
Concord - there will be an option for 

in-person worship with masks optional 

for everyone who is vaccinated. 
 If there are 441 or more active cases 

in Concord - worship will ONLY be 
online (at that point more than 1% of 

the population of Concord has Covid). 
 

Here are the guidelines we will be following 
for in-person worship: 

 "Gentle" congregational singing (with 
social distance) 

 Contact tracing every week 

 Every other pew is taped off to 

maintain 6ft distances 

 Offering plates will remain stationary 
on pedestals 

 Communion will be offered “to-go” 
after the benediction 
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Technology Corner 
 

Did you know that the United Church of 

Christ has fifteen different newsletters that 

you can receive in your email inbox? 

 

Start each day with the DAILY 

DEVOTIONAL, a spiritually deep and 

refreshing well to which thousands of 

readers are drawn each day. The Daily 

Devotional is tended by the Stillspeaking 

Writers' Group and supported by the staff 

of the Pilgrim Press. 

 

Can you imagine a church free of racism 

and a world where all people live without 

fear of violence or systems that harm God's 

human creation? The UCC invites you to 

JOIN THE MOVEMENT toward racial justice 

as we answer God’s call to be an anti-racist 

church. 

 

The Justice and Peace Action Network 

(JPANet) will send you weekly alerts 

allowing you to take action on timely 

justice issues, as well as monthly 

newsletters to keep you informed on other 

ways to get involved. 

 

The SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY is the 

Philanthropy team newsletter that 

highlights donors, shares impact reporting 

and expresses gratitude to our UCC donors. 

See how your donations have made an 

impact! 

 

THE POLLINATOR is a monthly 

environmental justice newsletter of the 

United Church of Christ. It is devoted to the  

 

sharing of best practices, upcoming events, 

action alerts and faith-rooted reflections 

that equip and inspire church members in 

caring for God’s creation. 

 

The UCC NEWS DIGEST, issued every 

Tuesday, brings the latest news stories, 

action alerts, podcasts and prayers directly 

to your inbox. 

 

UCC ROOTS is a short monthly story of 300 

words about people who created, sustained 

and continue to enrich the United Church of 

Christ today. 

 

WEEKLY SEEDS is a Bible study resource 

based on the readings of the Lectionary. 

Each week, you will receive a theological 

reflection on the focus text, 

discussion/reflection questions and 

additional thoughts for conversation around 

a central theme. 

 

As you can see, there are many options for 

staying connected with different UCC 

ministries! To see them all and subscribe to 

the ones you want, visit 

https://www.ucc.org/subscriptions-at-the-

united-church-of-christ/ 

 

Jock Irvine, Technology 
 

 
  

 

 

 

https://www.ucc.org/subscriptions-at-the-united-church-of-christ/
https://www.ucc.org/subscriptions-at-the-united-church-of-christ/
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Congregational Book Study 

The Council and I would like to invite the 

whole congregation to join us in reading 

the book Beyond Resistance, by John 

Dorhauer (the General Minister and 

President of the United Church of Christ).  

From the back cover of the book: “Beyond 

Resistance is a template for those devoted 

to the idea that faith should be just, 

generous, and inspire commitment to the 

common good. The rise of postmodernity 

and its influence on the expression of faith 

are not the cause of religions' perceived 

diminishment in capacity, relevance, and 

impact. To the contrary, both the 

Institutional Church and those who hold 

faith in a postmodern key can–and should–

be allies in a common cause. What is 

unfolding is nothing short of a second 

reformation and this Reformation (unlike 

the previous one) can unite both the 

change agents and the changing institution 

as partners in the same playing field. 

 

This book addresses the realities faced by 

what too many have called a dying 

institution. It is a call to move the 

institutional church out of a modality of 

denial and into a perspective of hope; out 

of a paradigm of scarcity and into a world 

of possibility with a growing multiplicity of 

options and allies; out of a time of end-

game scenarios where only the fit will 

survive, and into what James Carse calls an 

“Infinite Game,” where those who play 

ensure that the game continues long after 

they have left the field.” 

 

 

We believe that reading this book as a 

community will help us to move forward 

into our future, as a congregation, with 

intention and accountability. 

Because we believe in the power of reading 

this book as a community, we are happy to 

purchase a copy of the book for each 

member.  Please contact me and let me 

know if you need a copy or if you are going 

to purchase a copy for yourself.  Thank 

you! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Emilia 

pastor@concordsfirstchurch.org 
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 Nicholas Heath – 5/17 

Jean Donahue – 5/23 

Timothy Wildman – 5/24 

Judith King – 5/27 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

If you would like your name included in the 

weekly bulletin prayer list, please contact 

our church administrator, Kathy. 

(secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org) 

The Prayer Circle asks you to keep in prayer for the 

following members and friends:     
 

Elizabeth Hardy – Hope  
Deborah Goodwin - Healing  

Faith Clark - Healing   

Kellie Heath - Healing  
Nancy Sanborn – Healing   

Dot Cassady - Hope  
Carol Hovey – Healing 

Eleanor Kimball - Healing 
Family of Rev. Johanna Young - Peace 

Pam Spain – Healing 
Doug King – Healing 

The family of Margaret Sellar - Peace 
The family of Rev. Marilyn Bushnell - Peace 

The family of Roberta Young – Peace 
The family of Ruth Lyon – Peace 

The family of Betty Andrew 
The family of Susan Butts – Peace 

Everett Sims - Healing 
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