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From The Pastor 
  

Greetings Beloved in Christ, 

The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; 

you hold my lot.  The boundary lines have 

fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a 

goodly heritage.  I bless the Lord who gives 

me counsel; in the night also my heart 

instructs me.  I keep the Lord always 

before me; because he is at my right hand, 

my heart shall not be moved.  Therefore 

my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my 

body also rests secure. (Psalm 16:5-9) 

As I write this letter for the September 

North Star, and I see the rising numbers of 

active Covid cases, my heart breaks.  After 

a summer of lower active cases of Covid, 

with so many people being outside, 

witnessing the rise of active cases doubles-

down on the trauma we all feel from this 

pandemic. 

Now, more than ever, it is important to 

make use of the health practices that are 

available to us to keep ourselves and one 

another safe.  Washing our hands regularly, 

wearing a mask in public (even if we are 

vaccinated), maintaining physical distance, 

and getting fully vaccinated. 

Through all of this, we have continued to 

worship God; giving thanks for all the 

goodness and blessings that God provides.  

We have also continued to pray for the 

world on a local, national, and global level; 

especially as this pandemic continues to 

remind us that we are far more connected 

than we realize or acknowledge on a daily 

basis. 

 

 

We know that worshiping online for many 

members and friends of First Church 

continues to be a challenge, either because 

of technical skill or emotional and/or 

mental difficulty connecting through online 

formats.  With that in mind, the Council 

and I have developed a Covid Protocol for 

First Church, which will allow us to offer the 

‘in-person’ option for worship beginning on 

Sunday, September 12th.  (We will 

continue to offer a Zoom and a Facebook 

Live option for participating in worship 

EVERY SUNDAY for those who are not 

willing to gather in public.) 

Based on the total Concord population of 

approximately 44,000 residents, here is the 

First Church protocol for worship moving 

forward: 

If there are 1-250 active cases in Concord - 

there will be an option for in-person 

worship with our strong recommendation to 

wear a mask. 

If there are 251-440 active cases in 

Concord - there will be an option for in-

person worship with masks required. 

If there are 441 or more active cases in 

Concord - worship will ONLY be online (at 

that point more than 1% of the population 

of Concord has Covid). 

Here are the guidelines we will be following 

for in-person worship: 

No congregational singing 

Contact tracing every week 
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Every other pew is taped off to maintain 6ft 

distances 

Offering plates will remain stationary on 

pedestals 

Communion will be offered “to-go” after the 

benediction 

Through this continuing time of “unknowns,” 

we are still on the hunt for our next building.  

Additionally, there is also a Visioning Group 

currently in development, which will be open to 

all members and friends of First Church who 

are passionate about helping to create “The 

New First Church.” 

We will not and cannot know the plans that 

God has for First Church in advance.  Just like 

Abram & Sarai - when God asked them to pick 

up and move far away from their home, all 

they had were God’s promises of new life and 

abundance, which they did not live to see.  

“Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will 

greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the 

heavens and as the sand which is on the 

seashore.” (Genesis 22:17) 

Yet, their descendants did know.  “And if you 

belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

descendants, heirs according to promise.”  

(Galatians 3:19) 

It is our turn to pick up and move, by God’s 

calling, to a new land with only God’s promises 

of new life and abundance to guide us.  We 

won’t live to see what the New First Church 

becomes in 100 years, and we know that our 

spiritual descendants will. 

 

Blessings of God’s Love, 

Pastor Emilia 

 

Spiritual Life Ministry Team 
 

Our summer worship services have gone well.  

Pastor Emilia has continued to comfort, 
challenge, stimulate and inspire us with her 

excellent sermons.  Three Jazz Sanctuary 
services were held at our regular Sunday 
worship time.  Two of those services were in 

person in our sanctuary.  Great services, and 
great to be in person! 

 
The Spiritual Life Ministry Team decided that 
Pastor Emilia’s excellent sermons should be 

made available for those who aren’t using 
Zoom, or don’t have computers.  Sunday 

worship sermons and bulletins are being 
mailed, along with E-News and the North Star, 
to those who receive correspondence from the 

church by mail. Others of us will be able to 
read the sermons on line. 

 
We’ve all been wondering and hoping that we 
will soon be able to get back to in person 

worship.  As you will be reading in other 
sections of this newsletter, Council decided to 

try a combination of in-person and Zoom 
worship services.  We look forward to seeing 

you. 
 
Page Turners will be meeting Sept. 27.   Our 

book is “The Night Watchman” by Louise 
Erdrich.  It’s based on some history, and takes 

place on a Native American reservation.  It’s a 
good read.  Hope you’ll join us.  Let Pastor 
Emilia know you’re interested and she’ll send 

the information you need to join us.   
 

The Anti-Racism study group will start again in 
the Fall.  We’ve read some interesting books 
and watched some great movies.  We all feel 

that we’ve learned a lot.  Hope you’ll check us 
out.  Watch for the starting date.   
 
Look forward to seeing you on Zoom or in person. 
 
Eleanor Kimball, Spiritual Life Ministry  
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Church Council 

 September 12th is Re-Gathering 

Sunday, as our congregation looks forward 

to resuming in-person worship in our 
beloved sanctuary with a Zoom worship 

service available for those who are more 
comfortable with that option. Masks and 

hand sanitizer will be available upon entry 
to church. Council recently adopted a 

church policy to consistently guide our in-
person worship and mask requirements. 

With the increasing numbers of infections in 
NH with the delta variant, we will have 

stated mask guidelines to follow at church 
based on the reported number of active 

Covid cases in the Concord population 
which will be determined each Saturday. 

(Please see page 5 of the North Star for 

details).  
 

Council is pleased to announce the hiring of 
our new pianist, Annie Papinsick, a recent 

graduate of UNH in Durham who will be 
attending NH Law School this fall. We look 

forward to having her join our staff and 
share her music with us.  

 
FCC is utilizing a section of the sanctuary 

and the narthex for storage of church 
furniture and other items. All archival 

materials, church portraits of our former 
ministers and the 250th Anniversary quilt 

have been transferred to a safer, 

temperature controlled local storage site in 
Concord and we appreciate Everett Sims, 

church historian, efforts in obtaining this 
space to protect these items. 

 
We are grateful for the diligent work and 

dedication of each of our council members,  

 

 
 

many who carry additional responsibilities 
on our church ministry teams, during this  

transitional time. We welcome additional 
interested persons to assist in our 

outreach, spiritual life and operations 
ministries by contacting current ministry 

team members. Council is presently 

seeking a church treasurer and members 
interested in serving on the church finance 

committee. Interested persons for this 
position or the committee are to contact 

council chairperson, Susan Lauze. 
 

First Church still has 16 months remaining 
on our lease agreement with the Coalition 

to End Homelessness for the use of our 
sanctuary, chapel, office space and storage 

areas. Council determined from the special 
congregational meeting this spring that any 

purchase agreement for our new church 
home should not be rushed. Additional 

leasing may be necessary prior to finding 

our new church home in this challenging 
real estate market and with the zoning 

restrictions in Concord. Council continues to 
meet with our realtor every 3 weeks and 

more frequently if an appropriate property 
becomes available for our consideration.   

 
Council is planning a future time with our 

church family this fall for ongoing 
discernment of our ministry and envisioning 

of our next chapter together. We remain 
hopeful and trust in God’s plan for the new 

First Congregational Church. 
  

Sheila Swenson, Council  
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 First Church Covid Protocol 

(adopted on Wednesday, 
August 25th, 2021) 

 
Based on the total Concord population of 

approximately 44,000 residents, here is the 

First Church protocol for worship moving 

forward: 

If there are 1-250 active cases in Concord - 

there will be an option for in-person 

worship with our strong recommendation to 

wear a mask. 

If there are 251-440 active cases in 

Concord - there will be an option for in-

person worship with masks required. 

If there are 441 or more active cases in 

Concord - worship will ONLY be online (at 

that point more than 1% of the population 

of Concord has Covid). 

Here are the guidelines we will be following 

for in-person worship: 

No congregational singing 

Contact tracing every week 

Every other pew is taped off to maintain 6ft 

distances 

Offering plates will remain stationary on 

pedestals 

Communion will be offered “to-go” after the 

benediction 

The first in-person worship service will 

be offered, if protocol allows, on 

Sunday, September 12th. 

 

 

Technology Corner 
 

 As we prepare for the return of in-person 
worship services, our plan is to live-stream 

the services on Facebook as well as 
providing Zoom as an option for those who 

prefer to experience worship that way. 
Zoom also allows anyone who doesn't have 

a smartphone or a computer to participate 

in our worship services via telephone. 
Watch our website and weekly news 

email for more details as the date of our 
first in-person service in September draws 

closer. 
 

What is a podcast? It's a series of audio 
episodes (like a radio show) that you can 

listen to by using an app on your 
smartphone or by clicking a link on a 

website. Many people like to listen to 
podcasts while driving, exercising, doing 

chores, etc. One of the best features of a 
podcast is that you choose when you want 

to listen to each episode and, if you run out 

of time, you can pause it and resume it 
again at a time that's convenient for you. A 

new podcast from First Church that will 
feature Pastor Emilia's sermons is currently 

in the planning & production stages. Stay 
tuned! 

 
Jock Irvine, Technology 
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Welcome Annie! 

Our new Church Musician 
 

Annelise Papinsick graduated from the 
University of New Hampshire this past 

spring after studying Music Performance 
(Piano focus), Humanities, and 

Psychology. She is entering the UNH 

Franklin Pierce School of Law as a 1L this 
semester. Annelise has been playing piano 

since childhood, having spent 10+ years 
learning from Kathryn Southworth at the 

Concord Community Music School as well 
as assisting her mother in teaching music 

and choir directing. She particularly enjoys 
Spanish romantic music as well as Irish and 

French-Canadian traditional music. She 
lives at home with her family, dogs, and 

chickens, and is delighted to be able to play 
for the congregation! 

 
 

 

 

 
Annie's first service will be Sunday, August 

29th (on Zoom)! Please join me in 
welcoming her to our Staff! 

 
Peace & Blessings, 

Pastor Emilia 
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Ministry of Outreach 

School Kits and Clean Up Buckets: 

The sales are on!  Please take advantage of 

the back-to-school sales.  Staples has a lot 
of good deals on the needed items.  Don't 

forget to sew bags to hold these items or 
donate cloth for others to use.  Don't forget 

that the scissors need to be blunt and the 
rulers need to be metric/English (30 

centimeter/12").  Also needed are: 
 

70 count bound notebooks 

hand held pencil sharpener 
large eraser (no pencil cap erasers) 

unsharpened pencils 
box of 24 crayons 

 
Don't forget to buy materials for a clean-up 

bucket.  With hurricanes approaching, the 
need for clean-up buckets is great.  This is 

one small way we can help. 
 

Strengthen the Church: 

Thank you to all who contributed to 
Strengthen the Church.  One of our Five for 

Five offerings, this offering is collected in 
the summer.  The money received goes to 

new and renewing churches, leadership 

development, youth ministry and 
innovation in existing congregations. 

 
Neighbors in Need: 

Another of our Five for Five offerings, this 
offering is usually collected the first Sunday 

in October.  This offering supports 
ministries of justice and compassion 

throughout the United States.  One third 
supports the council for American Indian 

Ministry and two thirds is used by the  
 

 

justice and witness ministries.  This year, 
special consideration will be given to 

projects focusing on serving our immigrant 
neighbors and communities.  Please help 

your neighbors in need. 
 

Crop Walk : 

Crop Walk is Sept. 26 this year.  Last year, 
due to COVID, walkers couldn't walk in 

large groups; however, they still were able 
to raise money for a good cause.  The need 

to fight against the challenges of disease, 
disaster, displacement and other concerns 

that leave people hungry continue.  Please 

consider walking or sponsoring a walker. 
 

Zimbabwe: 

Agriculture in Zimbabwe is on an upswing 

and young people are the driving 
force.  The country is set to harvest 2.8 

million tons of maize in 2021, triple the 
2020 harvest and making it the highest 

output in 20 years.  The anticipated 2021 
harvest should finally ensure food surplus 

in Zimbabwe. 
 

The University of Zimbabwe has ordered all 
its students to get vaccinated before 

returning to college. 
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Events at the Old North Church 

 
Reflecting back on the history moments I 

have written for the North Star, the history 

of the Old North Church always comes to 

mind. I have always thought it must have 

been one of the most beautiful churches in 

New Hampshire during its time. 

 

 

 

 Not only was it a beautiful church, it 

served the community as a place to 

worship for over ninety years and also was 

place where many important historic events 

took place. 

 

The following is a summary of the many 

historical events that occurred in this 

beautiful church: 

 

- In 1778 a convention was held to 

form a permanent plan of 

government for the State of New 

Hampshire. 

 

- The first time the State legislature 

met in Concord, March 13, 1782, it 

was held at the church. 

 

- From 1782 to 1790, fifteen sessions 

of the General Court were held here. 

 

- In 1784, with religious services, the 

new State Constitution was first 

introduced and adopted. 

 

- On June 21, 1788, the United States 

Constitution was ratified at the 

church. New Hampshire was the ninth 

state to ratify the Constitution which 

made it operative and binding. 
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- From 1791-2 a convention was held 

in the church to revise the State 

Constitution. 

 

 

- From 1784 to 1831, thirty-nine times 

the state legislative marched in 

formal procession to the church to 

hear the annual sermon which 

preceded its meeting. 

 

- For twenty-five years, from 1765 to 

1790, all of the town meetings were 

held at the church. 

 

- President James Monroe attended 

church service on Sunday, July 20, 

1817. 

 

- Prolonged religious meetings were 

also held at the church which resulted 

in the great revival of 1831. 

 

- In 1834-5 a memorable trial of 

Abraham Prescott for murder was 

held at the church. 

 

- A eulogy for General Lafayette was 

delivered in the church before the 

General Court by Hon. Nathaniel G. 

Upham in 1835. 

 

- Many conventions for the promotion 

of temperance were conducted here. 

 

-  

 

- The great political debate between 

Franklin Pierce and John P. Hale took 

place in the church. 

 

 

 

 

An amazing history! I wonder what things 

would look like today if we had not 

abandoned the “OLD NORTH”. 

 

Everett Sims, Historian 
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Linda Sims – 9/3 

Sheila Swenson – 9/6 

Everett Sims – 9/8 

Jonathan Huntington – 9/12 

David May – 9/18 

Rebecca Clar – 9/21 

Sara Slawski – 9/26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS  

If you would like your name included in the 

weekly bulletin prayer list, please contact 

our church administrator, Kathy. 

(secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org) 

The Prayer Circle asks you to keep in prayer for the 

following members and friends:     
 

Elizabeth Hardy – Hope 
Roger Lyon – Hope and Health  

Deborah Goodwin - Healing  
Eleanor Stokes - Hope  

Margaret Sellar - Healing  
Faith Clark - Healing   

Kellie Heath - Healing  
Nancy Sanborn – Healing   

Dot Cassady - Hope  

Carol Hovey – Healing 
Eleanor Kimball - Healing 

Susan Parrish [in hospital] and husband - 
(Brenda Placenti’s cousins) - COVID 

St. Andrew's Orthodox Church, in Lubbock, 
TX, which was brutally vandalized last week 

(friend of Jon Murphy attends this 
congregation) 

Tanner Garrison – Comfort & Support 
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