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From The Pastor 
  

Dear Beloved in Christ, 

Be strong and brave, and don’t tremble in 

fear, because the Eternal your God is going 

with you. God will never fail you or abandon 

you! [Deuteronomy 31:6] 

“Why are you seeking the living One in the 

place of the dead?  He is not here.  He has 

risen from the dead.  Don’t you remember 

what He told you way back in Galilee?  He 

told you that the Son of Man must be handed 

over to wicked men, He must be crucified, 

and then on the third day He must rise.” 

[Luke 24:5b-7] 

So get yourselves ready, prepare your minds 

to act, control yourselves, and look forward 

in hope as you focus on the grace that comes 

when Jesus the Anointed returns and is 

completely revealed to you. [1 Peter 1:13] 

The 2021 Summer Olympics start on July 

23rd, and the part that I am most looking 

forward to watching are the many different 

types of races.  I am in awe of those bodies 

that are built for speed and agility.  The part 

that I enjoy the most however, is right before 

the race begins… “Ready!” The racers all fit 

their feet into the starting blocks and then 

drop down to all fours, knees on the track.  

“Set!” The racers all lift up into a perfectly 

crafted crouch, and are in complete control of 

their bodies and minds. 

This is where I see us as a congregation at 

this time, and what I see in the passage from 

1 Peter.  As we look for the 6th building of 

the First Congregational Church of Concord, 

God is telling us, “So get yourselves ready…” 

We are putting our feet into the starting  

 

blocks and getting down on our knees, 

turning to God in prayer and praise. 

When God shows us the next best building 

for our congregation, God is telling us, 

“Prepare your minds to act, control 

yourselves, and look forward in hope.”  We 

will then lift up into a crouch, breathing 

deeply, setting our eyes on the path before 

us, prepared to push off God’s divine starting 

blocks, with all of our mighty hope, and run 

the race set before this generation of the 

First Congregational Church of Concord. 

Believe it or not, but Easter isn’t the 

theological “Go!”  It’s the “Ready!”  The time 

to lift our voices in prayer and praise. Then 

it’s the Ascension of Jesus that is the 

theological “Set!” when we clear our minds, 

breathe deeply, pay close attention, and 

watch and wait for the arrival of the Spirit.  

Finally, it’s Pentecost that gives us the signal 

to “Go!” and in the running of the race set 

before us, God asks us to focus on the grace 

that smooths our pathway forward, and draw 

on the strength and endurance of the Holy 

Spirit to guide us through the new and 

uncharted waters of faith. 

Beloved people of God, Christ is Risen!  

Alleluia!  Ready!... 

Blessings, 
Pastor Emilia 
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Church Council 

Changing times require innovative thinking 
and bold new action plans. Church Council 

recently created a new position and hired 
Jock Irvine as our Technology Integrator 

Specialist. Our congregation recently 

received a letter explaining the role Jock 
will have in improving our website/social 

media outlets and increasing and improving 
our on-line presence and offerings. 

Throughout the past year, there is a 
growing presence of viewing and 

participation from people interested in the 
message of our ministry, online worship 

services, jazz sanctuary and program 
offerings. 

 
Council is following the recommendations 

from the NH Conference that churches 
continue to discontinue in-person worship 

and indoor gatherings through the end of 

April. As weather warms, there will be 
opportunities to gather safely for outdoor 

worship and look forward to offering in-
person worship in our chapel/sanctuary as 

more of our congregation become fully 
vaccinated. We will be discussing additional 

recommendations by Governor Sununu at 
our April meeting.   

 
Council continues to virtually meet with our 

realtor twice a month and provide council 
input to Brenda when reviewing 

specification sheets and have done 
individual drive by on possible property to 

consider. Although we have not yet found 

property suitable for our next church 
building, we continue to be hopeful as 

potential property listings are often more 
plentiful in the spring and summer months.   

 

 

 
 

Council created a criteria list of preferred 
square footage, features, etc. early on 

which continues to evolve.  We are open to 
envisioning possibilities for our new church 

home, including renovations or extending 
space as well as being mindful of city 

zoning requirements when potential 

properties are being considered.   
 

Council will be preparing for our Annual 
Meeting coming up in May, where 

discussion and additional input will be 
needed on a variety of issues as First 

Congregational Church moves forward into 
the future together.  
  

Sheila Swenson, Council 
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Spiritual Life Ministry Team 
 

We are in the final days of our Lenten 
Journey.  On Palm Sunday, we began the 

journey through “Holy Week” by 
remembering Jesus’ last supper with his 

disciples at our Maundy Thursday Service, 
and were moved to ponder Good Friday as 

we came to the end of Holy Week. These 
special days in our church life encourage us 

to reflect on our life’s journey, perhaps 
raising the question for each of us: How do 

I allow my life to be enriched by the 
spiritual dimension, by my faith? 

 

Pastor Emilia has encouraged us to deepen 
our spiritual life by considering such 

questions as: Do I feel lost?  What does 
home, community, mean to me?  Who are 

my neighbors?  Who or what is Jesus to 
me?  Where do we find the “human” Jesus 

in our faith story?  Which aspect of the 
Trinity seems most meaningful; to what 

dimension do I feel a closer connection?  
She encouraged us to take time during our 

Lenten Journey to meditate, to find peace 
and rest, and to open our hearts, souls and 

minds to God.   
 

April 4th, we celebrate Easter, the 
resurrection of Jesus.  The Easter Season 

will continue until Pentecost Sunday on May 
23.  We will explore how Jesus continues to 

influence, mentor, be a companion, be our 

savior during our earthly sojourn.   
 

Our hope is that the experiences of Lent, 
Holy Week, and Easter will continue to 

inspire all of us, giving us courage, joy, 
hope and peace as we move forward.    
 
 
 

 
THE SLMT, following our NHCU guidelines, is 
considering where we might meet safely outside when 
the weather warms.  I’m sure we all agree that it will 
be good to see each other in person again—even if 
we have to wear masks.   
 
Eleanor Kimball, Spiritual Life Ministry Team 

 

 

Operation Ministry 

At the April Council Meeting we hope to 
prepare a plan to deal with the church items 
stored in the Sanctuary and in the rest of the 
building. The goal is to dispose of those 
things that we will not be taking with us to our 
new site.  
 
I hope that we can also clear the pews on the 
south side of the Sanctuary so that we can 
worship in the Sanctuary when it becomes 
safe to do so. This means moving to the north 
side of the Sanctuary most of the items in the 
Sanctuary that we plan to keep or things that 
ultimately we are planning to sell, donate or 
discard. 
 

Phil Kimball, Operations 
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Ministry of Outreach 

School Kits and Clean Up Bucket: 

It seemed so far away but the time has 
actually arrived.  We have only a month to 

finish collecting items for the school kits 

and clean up bucket.  63,967 CWS kits and 
blankets were distributed in the US in 

2020.  19,522 kits and blankets were 
distributed internationally.  Because of the 

generosity of many congregations and 
donors CWS was able to immediately 

provide kits and blankets at the beginning 
of the coronavirus pandemic.  Times are 

still uncertain but communities still need 
help and we can do so. 

 
We have 8 completed school kits.  We have 

enough items for 7 more but need the 
bags.  If people buy more items and make 

more bags, then we could send a whole lot 

more.  You can deliver any items to  Sheila 
Lugg (66 Beacon St., 225-3004)  or Sara 

Nichols (29 Cemetery St., 225-0923). 
 

We need the following items for the clean 
up bucket: 

One five gallon bucket with resealable lid 
4 scouring pads 

3 sponges, including one large 
one scrub brush 

18 reusable lightweight dry cleaning towels 
(e.g. Handi wipes) 

one 50 oz or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of liquid 
laundry detergent 

one 16-28 oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant 

dish soap 
one 12-17 oz. bottle of household cleaner 

that can be mixed with water (no spray 
bottles) 

clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft. 
 

 

 
two pairs of heavy duty waterproof 

dishwashing gloves (latex free, non 
surgical) 

one pair of work gloves (cotton with leather 
palm or all leather) 

24-28 heavy duty or contractor type 30-45 
gallon trash bags 

one 6-9oz bottle of non-aerosol insect 

repellent 
 

Zimbabwe:  The high rainfall has on 
average been good for Zimbabwe's 

agricultural production.  Most of the 
country is "stressed or "in crisis".  None is 

currently in "emergency".  Some regions, 
such as the southeast have seen too much 

rain which has damaged maize crops.   
Many areas in Zimbabwe would be in crisis 

but are only stressed because of ongoing 
humanitarian efforts.  Please keep 

Zimbabwe in your prayers. 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing:  On March 

14, the Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson 
(Associate General Minister of the UCC & 

Co-Executive of Global Ministries) gave a 
sermon about OGHS.  A recording is 

available on our church's website.  Please 
"let love flow" so more communities can 

experience new life.  Some of you have 
been setting aside money every time you 

experience one of God's blessings.  Send in 
your checks on Easter to the church.  

OGHS is a special mission offering of the 
UCC which helps in disaster, 

refugee/immigration and development 
ministries throughout the world. 
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Mothers' Day Blanket: The Ministry of 

Outreach would like to continue the 
tradition of "Blanket Sunday" on Mothers' 

Day.  This year Mothers' Day is May 
9th.  What are you giving your mother?  Or 

would you like to do something in 
remembrance of your mother or in honor or 

a mother you know.  Send a check to First 

Congregational Church with blanket Sunday 
on the memo line.  If you include the name 

of someone you want honored or 
remembered, we will include it in the next 

North Star. 
 

When difficult times happen, a kind and 
loving response to someone facing a 

difficult time can make a difference.  A 
blanket can be so much more than a 

blanket.  It is a baby carrier, a picnic 
blanket, a blanket to hang up over a 

broken window, a room divider, a tent, a 
tote bag, a shawl, a raincoat, the list goes 

on.... Help support this important CWS 

program and make your mothers proud! 
 

Sara Nichols, Outreach 
 

Technology Corner 

Stay tuned for the return of the church 

choir! We're working to safely record each 

choir member singing a hymn for the 
worship service on Easter Sunday. Each 

person will be filmed singing alone, then all 
the separate videos will be combined into 

one. This will make it sound like everyone 
is singing together at the same time. I 

want to express my gratitude to all the 
choir members and to Adele for being 

willing to try something new! 
 

 

Did you know that First Church has posted 
more than 100 videos on YouTube and that 

our videos have been watched over 9400 
times? Our most popular video is of Pastor 

Emilia singing "Lead Us From Death to 
Life," with over 2600 views. Some of our 

other popular videos are Pastor Emilia and 
Tim Wildman's "Transition Vlogs," the Jazz 

Sanctuary services and Elder of the Month. 
Our YouTube channel currently has 

seventy-one subscribers; These are people 
who have asked to be notified whenever we 

post a new video. How can you help us get 

more subscribers? Be sure to click on the 
"like" button (Thumbs-up) below our videos 

and, if you think your friends on Facebook 
will appreciate the video, click on "Share." 

This is important because the more "likes" 
and "shares" we have, the more likely it is 

that our videos will be seen by new people. 
 

On Facebook, there are currently 391 
different people following our page. By far, 

most of our followers are in Concord, but 
we do have 22 folks in other states who 

follow our Facebook page, as well as one 
person in Myanmar, one in Cameroon and 

one in Zimbabwe. Just like with YouTube, 

you can help spread the word by liking our 
Facebook posts and sharing them with your 

friends! 
 

Jock Irvine, Technology Integrator   
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Zoom Call-In Information for Worship 

Services through Easter 

Dear First Church members and friends, 

We know that many of you either do not 

have computer access, or don’t feel 

comfortable using a computer, which 

means that during this time of pandemic 

you have been separated from our online 

worship services.  We finally realized that 

we can schedule a bunch of services in 

advance and mail out the instructions to 

call in (with a landline or cell phone) to the 

worship services! 

Below, you will find the call-in information 

for every worship service from January 

31st through Easter on April 4th, including 

Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday. 

To call into worship, here’s what you do: 

1. Call the phone number listed under 

the worship heading of the correct 

date. 

2. When prompted, enter the meeting 

ID and then the pound sign (#). 

3. When prompted, enter the passcode 

and then the pound sign (#). 

4. It will then say that you are in the 

meeting. 

5. It will then say that you are in the 

waiting room and won’t be able to 

talk or hear the meeting, until the 

host lets you into the meeting. 

6. Once you are admitted into worship 

you will be able to hear people 

speaking and to talk. 

 

 

One other note: Pastor Emilia mutes 

everyone, once worship is ready to begin, 

to reduce background noises.  When that 

happens, the phone system will tell you 

“You are muted.  To unmute yourself, hit 

*6”.  Pastor Emilia will invite folks to 

unmute during the Prayers of the People, if 

they would like to share their prayers of joy 

and concern with everyone. 

We look forward to welcoming you into our 

online worship services! 

Thursday, April 1st at 6:30 PM - Maundy 

Thursday 

Phone number:  1-929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 731 6726 9718 

Passcode: 893076 

Sunday, April 4th at 10 AM - Easter 

Phone number:  1-929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 713 3495 7827 

Passcode: 427628 
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First Peoples Land Acknowledgement 
 

The Wabanaki Confederacy, the Abenaki 
people and the Pennacook people. 

 

 
 
Each Sunday Pastor Emilia begins our 

worship as follows: “We would like to 
acknowledge that the land on which we 

worship, live, work, and commune is the 
original homeland of the Wabanaki 

Confederacy, the Abenaki people and the 
Pennacook people. We acknowledge the 

painful history of genocide and forced 
removal from this territory, and we honor 

and respect the many diverse Indigenous 
peoples still connected to this land on 

which we gather.” 

 
Needless to say, each time we read this it 

stimulated my historical curiosity. Being 
somewhat familiar with Rev. Bouton’s 

history of Concord, I do not recall him ever 
mentioning the Wabanaki Confederacy or 

the Abenaki people. 
 

So, I went looking for the answer. It is a 
“painful history”, but reading the opening 

at the beginning of worship reminds us that  

 

the Native People of this land have long 
been overlooked. Six hundred years ago, 

there was no such places as “New  
Hampshire”, “Massachusetts” or the 

“Merrimack Valley”. It was a group of 
people living peaceably on this land known 

as the Wabanaki Confederacy. The 
Wabanaki Confederacy consisted of several 

northeastern Alqonquian speaking tribal 

nations. The name translates as “People of 
the First Light” or “People of the 

Dawnland”. 
 

Resources vary regarding the history of 
Native People but to the best of my 

conclusions, I think the structure was as 
follows: the Wabanaki Confederacy was a 

loose coalition of groups, in this case tribes. 
They’d have a shared government that has 

power, but nowhere near an organized 
nation-state level. The Abenaki and 

Pennacook people were tribes in the 
confederacy. The head of the tribes were 

called Sachems or Sagamores. 

Passaconaway was first Sagamore of the 
Pennacook Tribe.  After Passaconaway died, 

his son Wonalancet became Sagamore of 
the tribe. Both of them embraced the 

Christian faith. Under the tribes were 
bands. For example. the bands in the 

Pennacook tribe were the Winnepesaukee, 
Ossipees, the Amoskeags, the Southegans, 

the Nashuas, and the Wamesits,or 
Pawtuckets - just to name a few. There 

were approximately eighteen bands in the 
Pennacook tribe. 

 
The Pennacooks lived for the most part in 

small, scattered bands which consisted of 
extended families. Each band would have 

its own designated hunting territory. Being 

mostly hunters in the wooded areas, they 
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were also fishers, farmers of maize, corn, 

and squash. Their first encounter was by 
Europeans in 1524 by a French expedition 

exploring the East Coast of North America 
looking for a route to the Pacific. At this 

time, the Pennacooks were estimated to 
have a population of 12,000 living in thirty 

villages. In the 1600s the French 
established New France in Canada and the 

English settled in Maine, Vermont, New 

Hampshire and Massachusetts encroaching 
on Pennacook lands. With their villages 

located on the Merrimack River, the 
Pennacook had little direct contact with 

Europeans before 1620. However terrible 
diseases such as typhus, smallpox, 

measles, influenza and diphtheria ravaged 
through the villages resulting in nearly 

seventy-five percent of the total Pennacook 
people losing their lives to this horrible 

situation.  
 

Regular contact between the Pennacook 
and English began shortly after the 

settlement of Plymouth Massachusetts in 

1620. At this time the Pennacook 
numbered about 2500 people. In 1650 the 

Mohawks, who were allies of the English, 
began attacking tribes in the Wabanaki 

Confederacy. At the same time the 
Pennacook tribe was hit by more disease 

and by 1660, its population had dwindled 
to 1200 people. In the ensuing years, many 

conflicts between the French and English 
for control of the lands involved the 

Pennacook tribe resulting in the dispersal of 
the remaining Pennacook people. By the 

time the proprietors arrived in 1726 to 
settle the Plantation of Pennycook most of 

the Pennacook tribe had been mostly 
absorbed into the Abenaki tribe or 

relocated to Canada. Descendants of the 

Pennacook People still can be found among 

the Abenaki people living in New 

Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, 
Massachusetts, and Canada.  

 
In Rev Bouton’s book on the history of 

Concord, he concludes his chapter on 
Indian history by writing the following. 

“Over the track of the Concord and the 
Northern Railroad, at this time, (1853), are 

daily seen running three powerful engines, 

named Passaconaway, Wonalancet and 
Tahanto. A stranger to our history reads 

these names with wonder, and asks their 
origin. We are most proud to answer, they 

are the names of three of the noble chiefs 
of the Pennacook tribe – and one of them a 

bold advocate of temperance, against 
lawless traffickers in rum. These names are 

almost the only visible mementos of the 
race that has perished from our soil.” 

Writing the history moment this month has 
certainly put a more understanding 

perspective for me on the opening reading 
to our Sunday worship. 

 
Everett Sims, History 
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Heather Clar - 4/17 

Rev. Pamela Spain - 4/18 

Helen Livingston - 4/20 

Richard Clar Jr.- 4/22 

Dianna Huntoon - 4/25 

Helen Hamilton - 4/29 

Robert Johnson II - 4/29 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS  

If you would like your name included in the 

weekly bulletin prayer list, please contact 

our church administrator, Kathy. 

(secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org) 

The Prayer Circle asks you to keep in prayer for the 

following members and friends:     
 

Elizabeth Hardy – Hope 

Roger Lyon – Hope and Health  
Deborah Goodwin - Healing  

Lori Streeter- Hope  
Eleanor Stokes - Hope  

Margaret Sellar - Healing  
Faith Clark - Healing  

Family of Ruth Jordan - Peace  
Kellie Heath - Healing  

Nancy Sanborn – Healing  

Family of Dot Riley - Peace  
Dot Cassady - Hope  

Family of Rodney Huntoon - Peace  
Family of Elli Wells - Peace  

Family of Harold “Mac” McComas - Peace 
Family of John – Peace 

Family of Herbert Hall - Peace 
Family of Clement Lyon - Peace 

Carol Hovey - Healing 
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