
NORTH STAR 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
June 2021 

1 
 

 

NORTH STAR 

 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

UCC 

June 2021 

Gathered Since 1730 

Serving, Welcoming, Growing in 

Christ 

PO Box 4255 

Concord, NH 03302-4255 

Phone: 603-225-5491 

Emergency Phone: 857-231-2430 

Email:  

secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org 

Website:  

www.concordsfirstchurch.org 

Office Hours: Thurs 9:30am-11:30am  

                                    
 
 
 
 

                                                                Senior Minister 

                                 Rev. Emilia Halstead 

 

                                     Pastor Emeritus 

                       Rev. Dr. Donald F. Jennings 

 

                                    Interim Musician  

                                  Adele Elle-Gelernter  

 

                                   Church Secretary 

                                    Kathleen Akerman 

 

                               Treasurer/Historian 

                                            Everett Sims 

 

                                 Financial Secretary 

                                       Carolyn Andrews 

 

                                          Council Chair 

                                             Susan Lauze 

 

                                   Council Vice Chair 

                                        Sheila Swenson 

 

                                    Council Recorder 

                                             Sara Nichols 

 

                           Technology Integrator 

                                            Jock Irvine 

 

                                    North Star Editor 

                                              Linda Sims 

 

mailto:secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org
http://www.concordsfirstchurch.org/


NORTH STAR 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
June 2021 

2 
 

 

From The Pastor 
  

Beloved in Christ, 

It's so hard to say goodbye to yesterday.  I 

don't know where this road is going to lead.  

All I know is where we've been, and what 

we've been through.  And if we get to see 

tomorrow, I hope it's worth all the wait.  

It's hard to say goodbye to yesterday.  And 

I'll take with me the memories, to be my 

sunshine after the rain.  It's so hard to say 

goodbye to yesterday. 

[Song: “It’s So Hard to Say Goodbye to 

Yesterday” written by Christine Yarian 

Perren and Frederick Perren] 

As we move into the 16th month of the 

pandemic, even as things are just 

beginning to open, restart, and continue 

on, it’s important to remember that they 

will never again be “normal.”  We are 

forever changed, and by “we” I mean the 

whole planet Earth.  Things will never “go 

back to normal” or “go back to the way 

things were” no matter how hard we wish 

for it. 

God said to the prophet Isaiah, “I am about 

to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do 

you not perceive it?  I will make a way in 

the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 

(Isaiah 43:19) 

God is doing a new thing with the entirety 

of the Christian church.  Pastors and 

congregations have been forever changed 

by this time of pandemic.  We have been 

woken from our stupor of “normalcy” and 

thrust into the era of “I Don’t Know What’s 

Going to Happen Next.”  That unknown and  

 

 

uncertainty is part of what makes it so hard 

to say goodbye to “yesterday.” 

As a congregation, First Church is at the 

crux of our own level of intense newness, 

as the search continues for the next 

building that can serve as our home base 

for ministry.  Yet, that is only one level of 

transformation through which God is 

leading us. 

We are being asked to reflect on and 

redefine everything about “being church.”  

Including, but not limited to: membership, 

worship, outreach, fundraising, and faith 

formation.  We are being asked to 

recommit to this practice and journey of 

the Christian faith, knowing that it won’t 

ever look the same. 

For some, in churches across the country, 

the emotional exhaustion of “having to 

change” will be too much to bear.  Already 

many pastors have (or are considering) 

leaving the ministry, many lay people have 

chosen to drift away from their practice of 

faith, and many congregations have chosen 

to enter the process of a “good death” - 

turning their focus to becoming a Legacy 

congregation. 

As your pastor it is important for me to 

make space for First Church to reflect on 

the emotional, mental, spiritual, and 

physical exhaustion of our congregation.  

At the annual meeting on June 13th, I will 

invite those present to prayerfully reflect 

on whether this congregation has the 

fortitude to move through the necessary  
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changes together, fully recommitting to this 

practice of faith - or - if we have arrived at 

the moment of transition into a Legacy 

church, when a good death is the most 

faith-filled choice. 

Both of those options are good and valid 

and faithful.  To choose transformation will 

take a lot of energy, time, resources, 

people-power, and trust (in God and in one 

another).  To choose death will take 

resolve, time, patience, and trust (in God 

and in one another). 

God said to the prophet Isaiah, “For I will 

pour water on the thirsty land, and streams 

on the dry ground; I will pour my spirit 

upon your descendants, and my blessing 

on your offspring.” (Isaiah 44:3) 

As a congregation, whether you choose 

intense transformation or a good death, 

know that God is working to bless those 

who come through the Christian practice of 

faith long after we are gone.  The cycle of 

death to new life is eternal. 

 Blessings, 

Pastor Emilia 

 

    

 

 

 

Stewardship 

In April you received a letter informing you 

there would not be a Stewardship 

Campaign this year. In the letter we stated 

we hoped you would extend your support 

of the church and several 

individuals/families notified me they would 

do so. Much to my surprise and delight I 

heard from several individuals/families who 

pledged a total of $12,862.00. Thank you 

for your continued support. It is greatly 

appreciated.  

 

It is not too late to support the church and 

if you would like to continue to do so I 

would appreciate you notifying me by email 

(ndrws12@yahoo.com) or by phone 

(603-224-0185). Later this week I will be 

contacting Everett Sims so he can add the 

amount pledged and complete the budget.  

 

Carolyn Andrews, Stewardship 
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Church Council 

First Church will continue with online 

worship services and we will discuss further 

recommendations from the NH Conference 

and State of NH when received. Warmer 

weather will allow us to offer outdoor 

services again in May. Presently we are 

planning services on the front steps of our 

former church building and those attending 

in person to bring chairs for the sidewalk 

and grassy areas. Outdoor Services will still 

be offered via zoom each week for those 

who are unable or uncomfortable with in-

person worship outside as well as for 

inclement weather. There is improving 

news with our pandemic numbers in NH 

with nearly 25% of our NH population fully 

vaccinated and hope for continued 

improvement in Covid cases. “Not all signs 

of new life will at once, but they will come! 

Our tradition ritualizes the continued 

celebration of Easter, perhaps it will help us 

be patient as our God continuously unfolds 

new glimpses of resurrection before us in 

the months to come.” (G. Rankin, NH 

Conference, UCC). 

 

Council meets with our commercial realtor 

bi-weekly and she will contact us when a 

property for potential consideration goes on 

the market. We continue to do our due 

diligence re structure, parking and zoning 

considerations, etc. and will have an 

engineer available for inspection of a 

potential site when appropriate.  

 

 

 

 

First Church Annual Meeting for 2021-2022 

is planned for Sunday, June 13 after 

morning worship. We hope you will be 

joining us in-person outside or via zoom. 

Our ministry teams have continued their  

good work throughout this incredible year 

of challenge and transition and a positive 

outcome is that we have found new and 

ingenious ways of meeting our 

responsibilities. As we nominate interested 

persons for positions, we hope you will 

consider being part of our church’s ministry 

as we look to our future with hope and 

determination.   

 

Sheila Swenson, Council 
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Spiritual Life Ministry Team 

 

We have been blessed.   The weather has 
been fine for our outdoor services in the 

month of May on the front steps of 177 
North Main Street, just outside the 

sanctuary.  Although we didn’t have coffee, 
we definitely had a social hour afterwards.  

It has been good to catch up.   
 

Pastor Emilia’s messages have continued to 
challenge and inspire us.  She reminded us 

that being Christian is a life-long endeavor 
which needs continual practice, as we 

explore what we believe and what we need 
to do to grow in our understanding and 

faith.   She reminded us that we’re all 

connected, that we need community, and 
that all are beloved by God.  On the 23rd, 

she invited us to explore what might be 
required for us to bloom again—externally 

and internally.  This question could refer to 
each of us individually as well as 

our church community.   
 

First Church Choir sang on the 23rd.  It 
was a delight for choir members to sing 

together again and for the gathered 
congregation.   

 
Our pianist, Adele, will be leaving for 

college in the fall.  She has shared her 

impressive talents with us for two years 
and has been a delight.   We shall miss her 

but understand that time has come to 
move on to a new chapter in her life. 

 
We continue to expand our exposure 

through social media with Jock Irvine’s 
expertise.  The outdoor venue introduced  

 
 

 

 
some new challenges, but we’re adding to 

our expertise and exposure all the time. 
 

We have many names on our prayer list.  
Prayers, telephone calls, cards can help 

keep us connected and bring a smile to a 
shut-in.  

 
The hot weather and new freedoms re 

traveling, visiting, etc. have played a part 
in the decision to have summer worship 

services on Zoom.  For those who love to 

be outside, the good news is that there will 
be one outdoor service each month of the 

summer.   The July and August services will 
be Jazz Sanctuary services held at 10 a.m.  

 
If you’re looking for some summer reading, 

check out some of the books from the Page 
Turners’ and Anti-Racism lists.  There are 

some great reads. 
 

See you at Annual Meeting! 
 

Eleanor Kimball, Spiritual Life  
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Ministry of Outreach 

School Kits and Clean Up Bucket: 

Thank you again to all who contributed to 
the school kits and clean up bucket.  Be 

sure to thank Sheila Lugg for delivering 
them and the Women's Guild for donating 

the shipping costs.  Remember to keep an 
eye out for back to school sales later this 

summer; so, we can start accumulating 
materials for next year. 

 
Zimbabwe:    Zimbabwe is expecting its 

biggest harvest of maize in 20 years, a sign 
that the country could end its cycle of food 

deficits due to the excessive drought.        

   

Mothers' Day Blanket:       The following 

people donated to the blanket fund: 
 

  Jonathan Huntington - In memory of  

     my wife, Eleanor and our mothers 
  Sara Nichols - In memory of my mother,   

     Helen Gjettum 
  Carolyn Andrews - In memory of my 

     mother, Dorothy S. Andrews and my  
     sister, Nancy A. Spearman 

  Pamela Spain - In memory of all of the  
     wonderful women of First  

     Congregational Church who came  

     before us. 
  Eleanor and Phil Kimball - In loving  

     memory of our mothers:  Helen Kimball  
     and Fernette Synder        

  

OCWM:  We have received two donations 
to OCWM.  Thank you!  This money helps 

the wider church support promotion of 
congregational health and vitality in New 

Hampshire and across the denomination. It 
funds all the ways we strive together to be  

 

 

 

 
the church the world needs. OCWM funds 

are invested in programs, resources, and 
tools needed to keep local UCC churches 

strong, effective and growing. 
 

Strengthen the Church: 
One of the Five for Five offerings, 

Strengthen the Church funds support 

leadership development, new churches, 
youth ministry, and innovation in existing 

congregations.  We collect this offering 
throughout the summer. 

 
Fathers' Day is June 20:   Please make a 

contribution in memory of or in honor of 
your father and include the information 

with your check to First Congregational 
Church.   A list will be published in the 

North Star.  The money donated will go to 
CWS tool of hope. In 2020, thousands of 

materials were distributed around the world 
to people who were trying to rebuild their 

lives.  The money goes to families fleeing 

their homes, recovering from disaster and 
more. 

 
If you would prefer, the money could be 

donated to Zimbabwe.  Just write 
Zimbabwe on the memo line. 

 
Sara Nichols, Outreach 

 

 
 
 



NORTH STAR 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
June 2021 

7 
 

The Cross 

 
You can thank Susanne Driscoll for this 

month’s history article. At our last Spiritual 
Team meeting, Susanne asked Pastor 

Emilia if our cross on the altar is a Celtic 
Cross. The answer was an emphatic yes. 

Well, that was all I needed once more to 
get my history curiosity aroused. So here is 

my attempt to learn about the Celtic Cross! 

 
There are numerous variations of 

interpretations and legends about the 
original meaning of the Celtic Cross. While 

the Celtic Cross is certainly a Christian 
symbol, it has its roots in ancient pagan 

beliefs. Celtic Crosses are found in 
hundreds of cemeteries across Ireland and 

Scotland, as well as Wales, England, 
Europe, and beyond. It is popularly 

believed that St. Patrick introduced the 
Celtic Cross in Ireland, during his 

conversion of the kings from paganism to 
Christianity. Some believe it was St. 

Columba or St. Declan who introduced it.  

  
The Celtic Cross comes in many forms. 

Some are plain, while others are quite 
ornate (like our cross) The construction of 

the Celtic Cross features a traditional cross 
accentuated with a circle around the 

intersection of the arms and stem. The 
“circle” is subject to many different 

interpretations and beliefs. The even-armed 
cross within a circle has been referred by 

many meanings by many groups and 
cultures. One meaning is that of the stages 

of the day: morning, noon, evening, 
midnight. Another possibility includes the 

meeting places of the divine energy, of self, 
nature, wisdom and divinity. Then there are  

 

 

 

 
the obvious relations of east, north, south, 

and west; or earth, air, water, and fire,  
 

Even the Native Americans used this as a 
symbol for their Medicine Wheel. The sun 

wheel has also been called Odin’s Cross, a 
symbol in Norse Mythology. The early 

Gnostic Christians in Egypt also used a 

similar form for their Coptic Cross. It had 
the cruciform within a circle, a longer lower 

arm, and then a cross under the circle.  
Finally, the current form of the Presbyterian 

cross is also a Celtic Cross, with flared ends 
of each of the arms. Take a look at our 

cross. What do you see at the end of each 
arms? Is our cross a Presbyterian cross? 

 
This is only a brief history. One more brief 

interpretation: the Celtic Cross is said to be 
a representation of knowledge, strength, 

and compassion to manage life’s ups and 
downs. 

 

Of further interest about another cross: the 
emblem of the UCC cross. This emblem is 

based on the ancient Christian symbol 
known as the Cross of Victory or the Cross 

Triumphant. 
 

Traditionally, this symbol – “the cross 
surmounted by the crown and all of it atop 

the orb – signifies the kingship of the Risen 
Christ over the world. The orb, 

representing the world, is divided into three 
parts to signify the command of our Lord to 

his disciples. 
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For the United Church of Christ this 
emblem, rich in the traditions of the past 

and alive with hope for the future, is 
particularly appropriate. For this reason, 

there appears on the perimeter of the 
emblem both the name of the church and 

the text: That they may all be one.” 
 

P.S, 

Does anyone know where our cross came 
from? Did someone donate it? 

 
Also, how many crosses are there on the 

outside front of our church? 
 

Everett Sims 
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 Philip Poehler – 6/9 

Susan Lauze – 6/14 

Linda Strand = 6/14 

Junietta McCall – 6/22 

Ruth Lyon – 6/24 

Richie Butts – 6/26 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
PRAYER CONCERNS  

If you would like your name included in the 

weekly bulletin prayer list, please contact 

our church administrator, Kathy. 

(secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org) 

The Prayer Circle asks you to keep in prayer for the 

following members and friends:     
 

Elizabeth Hardy – Hope 

Roger Lyon – Hope and Health  
Deborah Goodwin - Healing  

Lori Streeter- Hope  
Eleanor Stokes - Hope  

Margaret Sellar - Healing  
Faith Clark - Healing   

Kellie Heath - Healing  
Nancy Sanborn – Healing   

Dot Cassady - Hope  

Carol Hovey – Healing 
Family of Dick Hart - Peace 

Eleanor Kimball - Healing 
Family of Joanne Ames (Dianna Huntoon's 

mother) - Peace 
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