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From The Pastor

is rewarded with abundance. This is what
trusting in God to provide looks like.

Dear Beloved in Christ,

As a congregation we are exhausted and
discouraged from everything that happened
this past year with the pandemic, in our
country, and in our church community. I
would argue that the exhaustion and
discouragement began even before the
pandemic for our congregation. Like many
UCC churches, “we’ve been out all night
fishing, using the tactics we’ve used for
years, and come back with our nets
empty.”

After the resurrection, Jesus appeared
again to the disciples, this time at the Sea
of Galilee. This is how he did it: Simon
Peter announced, “I’m going fishing.” The
rest of them replied, “We’re going with
you.” They went out and got in the boat.
They caught nothing that night.
When the sun came up, Jesus was standing
on the beach, but they didn’t recognize
him. Jesus spoke to them: “Good morning!
Did you catch anything for breakfast?”
They answered, “No.” He said, “Throw the
net off the right side of the boat and see
what happens.” They did what he said. All
of a sudden there were so many fish in it,
they weren’t strong enough to pull it in.
Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter,
“It’s the Master!”

Jesus is standing on the seashore and
asking us to trust him; to trust God. Jesus
asked the disciples to continue fishing, but
to do so in a different way. We are being
asked to “be church” and “do ministry” in a
different way. Will being church still
include worship? Yes. Will being church
still include music? Yes. Will being church
still include community, sharing meals
together, and telling stories of how we see
God’s love moving in the world? Yes, yes,
yes.

[John 21:1-8, The Message]
Following Jesus’ suggestion, the disciples
caught so many fish that they couldn’t pull
the nets into the boat.

Will doing ministry still include caring for
the poor, the widow, and the orphan? Yes.
Will doing ministry still include doing
justice, loving kindness, and walking
humbly with God? Yes. Will doing church
still include loving our neighbor as
ourselves? Yes.

It’s vital to remember that the disciples
were EXHAUSTED and DISCOURAGED
when they grudgingly took the advice of a
perfect stranger; they hadn’t yet
recognized Jesus. These seasoned and
well-trained fishermen had been out all
night, using the tactics they had always
used and hadn’t caught a single fish. Then
a stranger tells them to mix it up and try
something new, and their willingness to try

The essence or the “why” of what it means
to “be church” and “do ministry” will
remain constant, just as the disciples still
used a boat on the water with fishing
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nets - to catch the fish. It’s the who, what,
where, when, and how of “being church”
and “doing ministry” that God is suggesting
that we change: adapting to the fact that
“the fish” are no longer where they used to
be.

Spiritual Life Ministry Team
The Easter
Season is here
and a glorious
time it is with
forsythia,
daffodils, azaleas,
magnolia and fruit
trees blooming in
profusion. In her
Easter message, asking how we believe in the
resurrection, Pastor Emilia reminded us that even with
our resistance, we can be drawn into the possibilities
of resurrection and new life, and that even though
change may be difficult, it is the soul evolving.

Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish you’ve
just caught.” Simon Peter joined them and
pulled the net to shore—153 big fish! And
even with all those fish, the net didn’t rip.
Jesus said, “Breakfast is ready.” Jesus then
took the bread and gave it to them. He did
the same with the fish. [John 21:10-13,
The Message]

First Church Choir, thanks to Jock’s expertise, sang
virtually for our Easter Worship Service. Over 190
viewers saw and heard the choir on Facebook. The
Choir will be singing again!

The story doesn’t end with nets overflowing
with fish! Jesus invites the disciples to
break bread with him, so that they can
feast together, sitting in a circle around a
fire, celebrating and sharing in the
abundance of God’s love together.

Pastor Emilia invited us to explore the beauty and gift
of creation through Celtic spirituality. Through her
sermon, “The Whole Earth is God’s Foot Rest” in
which she read from J. Philip Newell’s writings, we
were invited to consider the aspects of light, wildness,
fruitfulness, harmony, creaturelyness, the image of
God in humanity, and the stillness or restfulness of
God in creation. This message was a wonderful way
to move into and celebrate Earth Day as well.

And neither will we be left alone with nets
overflowing that we might find hard to lift.
We too will be invited to feast with God and
have hands come to help us bring in the
harvest. And, sitting in Circle, we too will
celebrate the result of what’s possible when
we trust in God’s promises.

We can shout “Hallelujah”, rejoicing at the
announcement that our May worship services
will be outside (weather permitting). Bring chairs if
you’d like, and also an umbrella for shelter from sun or
rain. It will be great to see each other—even masked!

Alleluia Blessings,
Pastor Emilia

The Easter Season will continue until we celebrate
Pentecost. May it continue to be a blessing,
bringing hope and resurrections to your life.
Eleanor Kimball, Spiritual Life
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Church Council

Our ministry teams have continued their
good work throughout this incredible year
of challenge and transition and a positive
outcome is that we have found new and
ingenious ways of meeting our
responsibilities. As we nominate interested
persons for positions, we hope you will
consider being part of our church’s ministry
as we look to our future with hope and
determination.

First Church will continue with online
worship services and we will discuss further
recommendations from the NH Conference
and State of NH when received. Warmer
weather will allow us to offer outdoor
services again in May. Presently we are
planning services on the front steps of our
former church building and those attending
in person to bring chairs for the sidewalk
and grassy areas. Outdoor Services will still
be offered via zoom each week for those
who are unable or uncomfortable with inperson worship outside as well as for
inclement weather. There is improving
news with our pandemic numbers in NH
with nearly 25% of our NH population fully
vaccinated and hope for continued
improvement in covid cases. “Not all signs
of new life will at once, but they will come!
Our tradition ritualizes the continued
celebration of Easter, perhaps it will help us
be patient as our God continuously unfolds
new glimpses of resurrection before us in
the months to come.” (G. Rankin, NH
Conference, UCC).

Sheila Swenson, Council

Council meets with our commercial realtor
bi-weekly and she will contact us when a
property for potential consideration goes on
the market. We continue to do our due
diligence re structure, parking and zoning
considerations, etc. and will have an
engineer available for inspection of a
potential site when appropriate.
First Church Annual Meeting for 2021-2022
is planned for Sunday, June 13 after
morning worship. We hope you will be
joining us in-person outside or via zoom.
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Ministry of Outreach
School Kits and Clean Up Bucket:
We are scheduled to deliver any kits and
buckets to the Bow Mills Methodist Church
on May 6 at 11:15 AM. Thank you to all
who made this possible. A complete
number of kits and buckets will be in the
next North Star. There are at least 8
school kits and one clean up bucket.

offering is used in disaster,
refugee/immigration and development
ministries throughout the world.
Mothers' Day Blanket: Mothers' Day is
May 9th. Thank you to anyone who
donated money in honor of or in memory of
a mother. Your gift will certainly make a
positive difference. A list will be printed in
the next North Star.

Zimbabwe: Connie Littlefield is trying to
find out if there is any interest in organizing
a container shipment to Zimbabwe later
this year. It probably would be difficult for
us to do right now with COVID, trying to
move and trying to find a new location. It
is, however, something to think
about. Perhaps they would like some of
the items we no longer want.

Five for Five: We received certificates
and a thank you letter from the conference
for our participation in Five for Five. We
contribute to OCWM (through our pledges),
OGHS, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors
in Need and The Christmas Fund. Thank
you to all who make this possible. We truly
are a giving church!

The Zimbabwe government has been forced
to reintroduce its defunct Agricultural
Finance corporation (AFC) after financial
institutions grouped under the Bankers
Association resolved not to accept the state
issued 99 year farm leases. The
government admits Zimbabwe dollar
collapse. Foreign currency is required for
the off shore procurement of consumables.
Health expert Solwayo Ngmenya cautions
that schools are now super spreaders for
new Covid-19 infections warning a
"massive and catastrophic" third wave was
looming.

Sara Nichols, Outreach

One Great Hour of Sharing:
Thank
you to all who contributed to OGHS. $120
was sent into the conference and at least
$200 has been received since then. This
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Technology Corner
as soon as possible, so please spread the
word among your family and friends!

First Church can now accept gifts and
donations online. Our online giving page is
located at ConcordsFirstChurch.org/onlinegiving and anyone can make a payment
using a credit card, or by using their
checking or savings accounts. Currently, all
donations made online go into the general
operating fund, but we will soon give
people the ability to split their gift among
several different funds with a single
payment.

Facebook continues to be an important way
to communicate with people interested in
First Church. In the past four weeks our
Facebook posts have reached 498 different
people and those people have engaged with
our posts 293 times. Engaging with a post
means that someone has clicked on it, liked
it, or commented on it. Just as with
YouTube, you can help spread First
Church's message to a wider audience by
sharing our Facebook posts with family and
friends!

Plans are underway for live-streaming our
in-person services during the month of May
on YouTube. YouTube will, hopefully,
provide better audio and video quality for
folks who can't attend services online, and
also allow us to reach a larger audience
than we can with Zoom. We will still have
an option to dial-in with your telephone for
people who aren't able to attend in person
or watch online.

Jock Irvine, Technology Integrator

Our YouTube videos continue to attract a
lot of attention. People have watched them
over 1,600 times in the last month and,
since our first video was uploaded in July
2014, they've been viewed over 10,800
times. Some videos tend to attract a lot
more attention than others and our biggest
"rising star" this past month has been the
choir's rendition of "Christ the Lord is Risen
Today." In just over three weeks it's
already been watched 204 times and is
currently our 6th most popular video (Out
of 128). Ten new people have subscribed to
our YouTube channel in the past month,
bringing our total to 81 subscribers. We are
trying to reach the goal of 100 subscribers
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First Peoples Land Acknowledgement

the Native People of this land have long
been overlooked. Six hundred years ago,
there was no such places as “New
Hampshire”, “Massachusetts” or the
“Merrimack Valley”. It was a group of
people living peaceably on this land known
as the Wabanaki Confederacy. The
Wabanaki Confederacy consisted of several
northeastern Alqonquian speaking tribal
nations. The name translates as “People of
the First Light” or “People of the
Dawnland”.

The Wabanaki Confederacy, the Abenaki
people and the Pennacook people.

Resources vary regarding the history of
Native People but to the best of my
conclusions, I think the structure was as
follows: the Wabanaki Confederacy was a
loose coalition of groups, in this case tribes.
They’d have a shared government that has
power, but nowhere near an organized
nation-state level. The Abenaki and
Pennacook people were tribes in the
confederacy. The head of the tribes were
called Sachems or Sagamores.
Passaconaway was first Sagamore of the
Pennacook Tribe. After Passaconaway died,
his son Wonalancet became Sagamore of
the tribe. Both of them embraced the
Christian faith. Under the tribes were
bands. For example. the bands in the
Pennacook tribe were the Winnepesaukee,
Ossipees, the Amoskeags, the Southegans,
the Nashuas, and the Wamesits,or
Pawtuckets - just to name a few. There
were approximately eighteen bands in the
Pennacook tribe.

Each Sunday Pastor Emilia begins our
worship as follows: “We would like to
acknowledge that the land on which we
worship, live, work, and commune is the
original homeland of the Wabanaki
Confederacy, the Abenaki people and the
Pennacook people. We acknowledge the
painful history of genocide and forced
removal from this territory, and we honor
and respect the many diverse Indigenous
peoples still connected to this land on
which we gather.”
Needless to say, each time we read this it
stimulated my historical curiosity. Being
somewhat familiar with Rev. Bouton’s
history of Concord, I do not recall him ever
mentioning the Wabanaki Confederacy or
the Abenaki people.

The Pennacooks lived for the most part in
small, scattered bands which consisted of
extended families. Each band would have
its own designated hunting territory. Being
mostly hunters in the wooded areas, they
were also fishers, farmers of maize, corn,

So, I went looking for the answer. It is a
“painful history”, but reading the opening
at the beginning of worship reminds us that
7

NORTH STAR
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
May 2021
and squash. Their first encounter was by
Europeans in 1524 by a French expedition
exploring the East Coast of North America
looking for a route to the Pacific. At this
time, the Pennacooks were estimated to
have a population of 12,000 living in thirty
villages. In the 1600s the French
established New France in Canada and the
English settled in Maine, Vermont, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts encroaching
on Pennacook lands. With their villages
located on the Merrimack River, the
Pennacook had little direct contact with
Europeans before 1620. However terrible
diseases such as typhus, smallpox,
measles, influenza and diphtheria ravaged
through the villages resulting in nearly
seventy-five percent of the total Pennacook
people losing their lives to this horrible
situation.

Hampshire, Vermont, Maine,
Massachusetts, and Canada.
In Rev Bouton’s book on the history of
Concord, he concludes his chapter on
Indian history by writing the following.
“Over the track of the Concord and the
Northern Railroad, at this time, (1853), are
daily seen running three powerful engines,
named Passaconaway, Wonalancet and
Tahanto. A stranger to our history reads
these names with wonder, and asks their
origin. We are most proud to answer, they
are the names of three of the noble chiefs
of the Pennacook tribe – and one of them a
bold advocate of temperance, against
lawless traffickers in rum. These names are
almost the only visible mementos of the
race that has perished from our soil.”
Writing the history moment this month has
certainly put a more understanding
perspective for me on the opening reading
to our Sunday worship.

Regular contact between the Pennacook
and English began shortly after the
settlement of Plymouth Massachusetts in
1620. At this time the Pennacook
numbered about 2500 people. In 1650 the
Mohawks, who were allies of the English,
began attacking tribes in the Wabanaki
Confederacy. At the same time the
Pennacook tribe was hit by more disease
and by 1660, its population had dwindled
to 1200 people. In the ensuing years, many
conflicts between the French and English
for control of the lands involved the
Pennacook tribe resulting in the dispersal of
the remaining Pennacook people. By the
time the proprietors arrived in 1726 to
settle the Plantation of Pennycook most of
the Pennacook tribe had been mostly
absorbed into the Abenaki tribe or
relocated to Canada. Descendants of the
Pennacook People still can be found among
the Abenaki people living in New

Everett Sims, History
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PRAYER CONCERNS

Roberta Young – 5/3

If you would like your name included in the
weekly bulletin prayer list, please contact
our church administrator, Kathy.
(secretary@concordsfirstchurch.org)

Nicholas Heath – 5/17
Jean Donahue – 5/23

The Prayer Circle asks you to keep in prayer for the
following members and friends:

Timothy Wildman – 5/24
Robert Carpenter – 5/27

Elizabeth Hardy – Hope
Roger Lyon – Hope and Health
Deborah Goodwin - Healing
Lori Streeter- Hope
Eleanor Stokes - Hope
Margaret Sellar - Healing
Faith Clark - Healing
Kellie Heath - Healing
Nancy Sanborn – Healing
Dot Cassady - Hope
Family of Rodney Huntoon - Peace
Family of Elli Wells - Peace
Family of Harold “Mac” McComas - Peace
Family of Herbert Hall - Peace
Family of Clement Lyon - Peace
Carol Hovey – Healing
Family of Dick Hart - Peace
Eleanor Kimball - Healing
Family of Joanne Ames (Dianna Huntoon's
mother) - Peace

Judith King – 5/27
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